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NARRATI Y E. Se. 


\ 


T Perth, May 5th, 1747 Which Day 
the Moderator, and molt Part of the Mem- 
bers of the Aſſociate Preſbytery of Dun- 
* fermline and Perth, met at Perth, accord- 
ing to the Appointment of laſt ordinary Meeting of 

Preſbytery at Ceres, which had adjourned till this 
Day at this Place. 

The Moderator, Mr. 1 Mite; be fore he 
would conſtitute the Preſbytery, made a Speech to 


this Effect: 
„ That, as there had happened an Event! in Pro- 


„ yidence, ſince laſt Meeting of Preſbytery, which 


would occaſion them to conſtitute upon another 


% Footing than formerly, he behoved to give ſome 


. Account of the Occaſion of their ſo doing, in or 
f 4 8 


Er to pave the Way for the Conſtitution;“ and 
added, That, before he did ſo, he would defire a 
Brother to pray.” And Mr. Moencrizf being de- 


fired, prayed accordingly. 
After Prayer, and ſome extrajudicial Conver- * 
| ſation, the Moderator read the Paper, which he 


ſaid was in order to pave the Way for their Con- 


ſtitution. That P aper contained a Narrative of the 


Controverſy concerning the condemnipg the Religi- 
ous Clauſe in ſome Burgeſs Oaths, of the Separation, 
and the Queſtion upon which the Breach followed 


in the Aﬀociate Synod; and contained Sentences, 
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materially ſaſpending all Miniſters and Elders who 
would not own a Subordination unto that 

Then Mr. Ralph Erfeine made a Speech to this 
Effe ct: 


"LILY R7 all this Company to witneſs, that this 


1 Paper contains many Miſrepreſentations of Mat- 


ters of Fact: And I deſire a Copy of it may be 


„given, me, to make it appear: And I defire that 
„ none here preſent may ſuffer themſelves to be 
« impoled upon by it; but wait, till, by Matters 
„of Fact coming abroad i in a true Light, 4 get 
* clearer Information.“ 

Then Mr. Johnſlon having obſerved, that Gel 
Expreſſions in Mr. Moncrieff's Prayer related unto 


the future Conſtitution of the Preſbytery, aſked 


the Moderator for Information, Whether the Preſ- 
bytery was conſtitute, or not? He Was anſwered, 


It was not. 


Aſter that they had thus declared in ly, 
by the reading of that Narrative, and their Speeches 


thereupon, that they were to conſtituie, ONLY, 


in Subordination to that ſeparated Synod, Mr. Ralph 


Erfeine, Mr. Fohnſton, and F ames Beugo, aſſerted, 
That they could not regard any extrajudicial De- 


clarations, in regard that they have a R:ghtto fit as 


3 
7 


Members of the Aſſociate Preſbytery of — 5 


line and Perth, and are unyilling to ſeparate ſrom 
their Brethren, unleſs they be thruſt out by chang- 
ing the Conſtitution: And they declared in ſeve- 
ral Speeches, it was their Defire, that the Preſby- 
tery ſhould conſtitute, ONLY, as it was adjourned 
from Ceres to Perth ; and not upon any new Foot- 
ing whatſoever. i 

But, after all they could do, the Modeiutct 
declared, over and over again,” that he was to con- 
ſtitute the Preſbytery ONLY upon that Footing, 
of owning Subordination to what they called %. 


| Synod, which met in Mr. G:#'s Houſe, the roth of 


* 747. Mr. Ralph Erfeine, Mr. Tobnlon, and 


Janes 


OY 


1 
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ration againſt this new Confitution.. 


uſing, Expreſſions, by which it appeared, that/this' 
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Fames Reis, lin adhering to their formes ben., 


Then the Moderator did conſtitute by Prayer, 


Meeting was actually conſtitu upon a quite neu 
footing ; and was not that ſame Presbytery as ſor- 
merly at laſt Meeting at Ceres, but à quite hew one, 


5 funded on the footing of owning Subordination to 


ſeparated Synod, and whoſe very Conſtitutien 


was founded on a Suppoſi: ion of the actual Saſpen- 
ſion of all Miniſters and Elders, who would not own 
that Subordination. | 4 


Thereſore, immediately after Prayer, Mr. Fob Wo 


fron proteſted, 


66 


« Elders were profeſſing to conſtitote in the Name 


and Authority of the gion, Head of the Church, 


66 
cs 
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« That, as he durſt not difſemble i in a Matter off. 
this Kind, where a Meeting of Miniſters and 


and King over Zion, the Hill of his Holineſs ; and 
at the iame Time, owning Subordination to a? 
ſchiſmatical Synod, he could not give Place by 
Subjection, no 40. for an Hour *: And therefore 
he found himſelf under a Neceſſity to proteſt: 


Likeas, Hereby he did proteſt againſt this Tack 


ſent Meeting of Miniſters and Elders, their thus 


conſtituting upon this new Foundation of the F aith” 


of the faultleſsneſs of that pretended Synod's Se- 
paration, and owning unto it any Subordina- 
tion ; Declaring his Willingneſs to fit with chem 
ASA Member of the Aſſociate Presbytery of Dam- 


„ fermline and Perth; as the ſame was adjourned 


from Ceres to Perth, to meet this Day; and, as 
the ſame was in Subordination to the only true 
and proper Aſſociate Synod, which met at Edin- 
burgh April 7th laſt ; and continued their Meet- 


ings, for four Days ſucceſlively i in Brifo/ Church: 


And, he declared his Oppoſition to that pretend: 


92 * Synod ; And, that his Melag any fyrther in 
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* ae eb * Miniſters and Elders, was, in 
order to ſhew his Averſion from Separation, and 
% to endeavour, after their Conviction; and was 


« not to be conſtructed, as any Approbation of 
** their Separation, nor any kind of homologating 


= this preſent Conſtitution. And upon this he took 
** Infiruments, and gave Inſtrument money to the 
« Clerk, craving this to be marked in the Minutes 
% of this Meeting; ; but this was denied, tho? often 


*« required” 
To this Protefiation and Declaration, adhered, the 


Rev. Mr. Ralph Erstine, and James Beugo Elder 


from Dunfermline ; and each of them gave Inſtru- 
ment-money alſo to the Clerk, requiring their Ad- 


\ Herence to be marked; but this hkewiſe was refuſ- 


ed, tho' over and over required. 


"Thereafter it was moved, That according to or- 


dinary Form, the Roll mould be made up, and cal- 
led; that it might be known, who were Members 
to fit as Judges, before proceeding to Buſineſs ; but 


| this was denied, until, what they called the Minutes 
of their Synod ſhould be read. 


At the ſame Time, ſome Brethren endeavoured 
to ſhew, that this Conſlitution was warrantable ; 
others proved the contrary ; and that it was evi- 
dent by this Conſtitution, that ſeveral Miniſters and 
Elders, were in their View ſuſpended from the Ex- 
erciſe of their Ofce, as Rulers over the F * of 


Cbris. 


But before the e upon this was over, the 
Moderator ordered the Clerk, to read the Minutes 


of that Synod, they were to profeſs their Subordi- | 


nation unto. 


After the reading of them, the Rev. Mr. Ralph 
_ Erckine again renewed his former Warning, defir- 


ing that no Perſon preſent, might have regard to 
the unfair Repreſentation contained in that Paper, 
which they called their Synod's Minutes, ſeveral 


lat in it being unfairly tan * * 
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fired them, t&6 wait a fair Reprotonithion of Mat- 
ters of Fact from the Synod, whici i is 10 . at 
Stirling. June 16th enſuing. / 1. 

Thereafter, the reaſoning upon ah 8 
ableneſs of this new Conſtitution was again renew- 
ed; and after long reaſoning, 3 Mr. Ralsh 
bone. Mr. . Fobnfton, and Fames B engo, endea- 
voured to prove the Unwarrantableneis of their 
altering the Conftitution of Presbyrery) The Clerk 
proceeded to make ap the Roll according to the 
Appointment of what they call their Synod ; and 
the Roll being. chus made up, the following Mem- | 
bers were excluded, viz. Mafters Ralph Erihint, 
and Fames Fohn/lon Miniſters, and Fame, Brugo | 
Ruling Elder from Dumfermine, and 7 ames An- 
derſon Ruling, Elder from the, Alves er Congrega- 


Gio at Dundee. 


The Clerk being reid by the W enter 
to call this Roll, called it accordingly ; and every 
individual Miniſter and Elder named in it, anſwe- 
red firſt to'his'0wn Name; and then it was enquit- 
ed. at them one by obe, as their Names were cal- 
led, thus, © 

Do you, approve of thigh CoMticution? Gr 
* not? And it carried unanimoully by all chat were 
© named, Approve*.” And a Miniſter in reaſoning 
declared, That according to the Acts of that $y- 
nod, agreeable unto which the preſent Conſtitu- 
tion is founded, We were materially ſuſpended from 


. ꝛo hole Exerciſe of the Keys of the Kingdom We : 


eaven = a "TR? And therefore we could not 
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I It deſerves to be noticed, That the Elder from Perth, whio 
was preſent. at this Meeting alſo, was not called, becauſe 
** was known be would not approve of this Conftitution ; 3 and 
neither Miniſters nor Elders Names, who did belong to the 
old Presbytery's Roll, were mentioned in this vew one, excege 
theſe, that ny khew to be f * theſe new Courſes. - 


»þ ©; 5 
e 


e 801 4 Mjuiters and Ele 17 8 in that 477 . 
[= action with this 
y their Silence ; and, Ds ag our e from 


475 967 OY lifes they would not receive the 
ſaid four Members excluded judicially in their 
View, on account of the above Conſtitution : And 
When they. werejta,proceed immediately to other 
ien regard to what we had been plea- 
Jing for, viz. their continuing to be the /ame 
Presbytery * formerly, it was Wc from Ceres 
10 PU. 
Then Mr. bali paw a Proteſtation, a as * Te- 
Kioway againſt them. 
' 413 Thereafter, James Beugo. read a Paper, contain- 
ing a Declaration of his Adherence to the whole 
"Toll imony, emitted by the Aſſociate Presbytery, for 
the Doctrine, .Piſcip line, Worſhip, and Govern- 
ment of the arch of Scoi land; and a Proteſta- 
oP, as. bis Teſtimony, againit them. 
And then Mr. Ralph Fratine made a Speech to 
this Effect. 

I got my Miniſtry from our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
c himſelf, according to his own Appointment ; 
and in an Agreeableneſs. to bis Word; 5 and 
5 however unworthy I have been of it, and unfit, 
and unfaithfal in the due Diſcharge of the Du- 
6 ties of i it; yet, I dare not deny, that he bath 


0 —_ a Times, owned me in it; and . 
66 6 


4 7 


14 ged many Seals alle it, 1 h 10 50 to Tine: £7 
„And therefFe, I dare not lay it 14 7 at the 
«© Feet of any Body of Men on Farth, that may 


5 he 


« preſume to rob me of it.” 
Then be, vi. the Rev. Mr. Robb. Fe line, 
called the Presbytery, by reading, the following 
Papers 
At Perth, May 5, 1747. 'In regard. that be- 
« vera! Brethrenzof this 1 resbytery Bave zow in 
% an unprecedented Way, ſhut us out from their 
«© Communion, and cancelled our Names out of 
their new presbyterial Roll ; and have changed 
«© their former Holding, by ſubordinating them- 
« ſfelves to a ately ſeeting, in r. Gib's 
«© Houſe at Edi nburgh, in a Way of ſeceding, and 
* withetawing from the”  flociate 8) ynod,. whereof 
«they were Members, beten the ey were ſit- 


ting, acting, aach bg Fo J in onſequence 


«© of their ned ſchitmatical Gonſtitution, are th 
«caſting out' their Btethren, Miniſters and Elders, 
from Communion! with. the: 

* "Therefore I, in mine own Name, and i in the 
* © Narie'sf all that mall adhere to me, as hereby 
_ proteff and declare, Thc thoſe Btethren, 7 
« have taken this irregufar Courle, Canni not Taw- 
% fully retain the Power and Kath hority of the 
« Aſſociate Presbyter of Dunfermline. ne, 7250 Perth 4 
„ and that their Gvalhrution is un} wet, and their 
we? Proceedings void*ard'nall* Bat; that ths reſ⸗ 
* 8 rener remaihs only in he: FER of 

9 * an n n I theſe 
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92 Viz The a Alexander Monerieff, at Aber nüt; 
James Tbemſon at  Berntifland'; Tbomas Mair, at Orævel; 
George. Brown, at Perth; William Campbell, at Ceres; and; 
Fobn Erkine, at Lefby ; 4: who were preſent at that Fine ; and 
moft Part of their Elders ; The Rev. Me, Andrew Arrot, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at Dunmeban; ; and Mr. William Mair, 


Miniſter, of the Goſpel at Muchbart; and theirs; and ſome of 
the other Miniſters, Eldcks, beine en ys out of - 


their Roll. 


3 


- 


at remain ſubordinate to the Aſſocia 


te 


„ Synod, that met in the Church of Brifol, April 


«+ ſuccellively, appointed their next Meetin 
be at Stirliag the 16th of Zane enſuing. A 


"(6 


th 1747. And after. they fat there four Days 


to 


And 


„ therefore, I, in mine own Name, and in the 
Name of all that ds, or all adhere to me, do 


ders] of this Presbytery, to attend the regular Co 


2 


ſtitution of this Presbytery of Dunfermline and 
% Perth, to meet in Miſtriſs David/on's, Relic to 
the late Baillie Davidſon, againſt Seven o'Clock 
*« this Evening, in Subordination to the ſaid law- 
« ful orderly Synod, and all that have Cauſes 
depending before the Presbytery, are hereby 
«© warned to attend with their ſeveral Cauſes, that 


“ Guilt and Danger of a finful Separation. 


they may avoid the Snire of being involved in the 
| _ Immediately upon the reading of this, the Rev. 


Mr. Rab Erikine, Miniſter of the Goſpel at Dun- 
fermline; and Mr. Janes Fobnllon, Miniſter of the 
Goſpel at Dudes: 7 ames Beugo, Ruling Elder from 
Dunfermline; and Fame Anderſon Ruling Elder 
from Dundee; removed. from the forefaid unlawful 


Meeting. And 


The Aſſociate Presbytery of Dunfermline and 


Perib, met according to the foreſaid Warning, 


at 


Perth in Miſtriſs Dawid ſin's Houſe ; and being con- 


flitute by the Rev. Mr. Rah Erikine Moderator 
pro tempere, were preſent with the Moderator, Mr- 


Jane. Fobnfton Miniſter of the Goſpel at Dundee, 
Janes Beugo, Elder from Dunfermline, and 7 ames 


Anderſon Elder from Dundee. Fames Anderſon de- 
ſired his Name might not be enrolled in the preſ- 
byterial Roll, until he conſidered the Matter fur- 
ther; but was willing to, join in Prayer with this 
Presbytery, and not with the foreſaid Meeting, 
which he had declared, while he was in it, to be 
ry 
14 


conſtitute upon · an unwarrantable footing, contra 


*. and quitting and giving up with the Whole 
B 2 


a 8 | e 

* BOT FE: 11 15 —_ 
to Jer aud our Standards of Diſcis line and 
Government which are agreeable thereto. _ 
A Motion was made, That, conſidering the pre- 
ſent Diſpenſation of Providence, hereby our 
Number is ſo reduced, the Presbytery ſhould ſpend 
ſome Time in Prayer. before proceeding to any - 
Bufineſs, in order to ſeek of the Lord a right Way 


| for themſelves and their little Ones ; 35 and that he | 


4 


of his Houle, as) formerly ; and in carrying on 

the Teſtimony wr we adopted, as an Aſſociate 

hn This Motion was agreed to. 
Extracted 7 

Ja. Jounsron, Fr. Cle | 


* 


we would Lene to judge charitably of our 
Brethren, and put the beſt Meaning upon their 
Actings, that poſſibly we can, without Prejudice to 


Truth, and taking to ourſelves Guilt, where we are 


conſcious of no Crime; but as we deſire not to 
impute unto them any Malice, ſo we ought not to 
hate them in our Heart, by covering their conti- | 
nuing Infirmity, even at the Expence of our own 
Innocency: For, granting all they have done to 
us raſhly, in ſuſpendin us from the whole Exer- 
ciſe of our Office and Miniſtry, that it was done by 
them in Sincerity; yet, their Sincerity in that Act, 
was ſtretched beyoud Verity in Matter of Fact. 
As this is Ground of Grief to us, and we have 
uſed all the habile Methods we could for their Con- 
viction; And hawe piped unto them, the they have 
not danced, yea, have mourned unto" them, and they 
have not lamented ; by denying us miniſterial Com- 
munion firſt, and now at laſt, even a friendly Con- 
ference with Prayer, which we deſired only, if poſ- 


ſibly it might have been bleſſed, for\procuring 


Peace and mutual Concord: We have now no Way 
of clearing ourſelves of the falſe Charge of Apo- 


of 


1 19. Js 


of our Teflimony ; Crimes indeed, we are not con- 
{cious of, nor chargeable \ with'; we have no other 
Means, now left us, but to let the World Judge, 
Whether we were well dealt with or not. 


We cannot now convince them in their Compa- 


ny, nor defend our own good Name, but by pu- 
bliſhing our Sentiments, and ſhewing the Grounds 
upon which they have refuſed us their Society ; ; ſa 
that we reckoned it both proper, and neceſſary to 
vindicate ourſelves, and inform others by h. ore 
going Narrative. 

And as the reaſoning on the Unwarrantableneſs 
of that mew Conititution, may perhaps appear 
ſomewhat new and ſtrange, as well as the ſudden 
| Change of the Conſtitution: It may not be altoge- 

ther improper, to ſhew in general, the Sym.and 
Strength of what was argued on either Side of the 
Debate; which continued for ſome Hours together 
without any Intermiflion, except the reading of the 
Papers abovementioned: _ 

It was pled; for the Wabfibitableneſs of the new 
Conſtitution of this new Presbytery, in Subordina- 
tion to their new Synod, to this Effet, That they 
who were not owning, a Subortination thereto, and 
oppoſing this new Conſtitution, were quitting and 
materially giving up v with the Whole of our Teil- 


* mony. g 


To this it was replied to this Purpoſe, 
That this was only a meer A ertion and no 
„Proof: for, if the Condemnation of a religious 
Clauſe in three Burgeſs Oaths, be the whole Con- 
feſſion of Faith among Chriſtians now, and the 
whole of their Teſtimony, What did they confeſs, 
and what Teſtimony had we, of a lon Time 
beſore? Or, where was the Whole of our Teſti- 
mony then? When we had only our Bibles, and 
our Con fi Mon of Faith, the judicial AQ, , and Te F 
ſtimony, and the like, before that Clay Ny was Ever 
guarrelled and condemned } 1 
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It, was argued by one, Who difapproved of this 


new Conſtitation, to this Effect: That though it 
was confidently. afirmed, in theſe Minutes of that 
Synod, read in our Hearing” many Times, that 
himſelf, and all that were oppoſing it, have mate. 


rially given up with the whole of the Teſtimony: 

He was ready to prove on' the contrary, that all 
theſe who were on that Side of the Controverſy, 
have by their Separation materially renounced, and 


given up with the whole of Preſbytery as well as 


the Teltimony,' and have thereby practically em- 


. braced and adopted a groſs Error of Popery : And 


therefore, added he, ſceing' they have, like Peter, 
Gal. 2. 12. withdrawn and ſeparated themſelves, 


L:find it to be my Duty, to withitand'them to their 


Face becauſe they are to be blamed: For though 
] neithervoted on one Side or other in the Synod, 
when that Act was paſſed, upon which this Sepa- 
ration was flated; I find that Act to be moſt a ree· 


able to Scripture, and alſo to our Standards. 


After this, he advanced his Reaſons, for which 


be had charged: that Principle of ' Popery, upon 


which the Separation was founded; arguing both 
from the Command of Chriſt, And the Commen- 


dation of the primitive Chriſtians, for ſearching 
the Scriptures to ſee whether theſe Things tat ht, 
were ſo; and from the Apoſtle's ſaying, J eat 


as unto wiſe Men, judge ye what I Jay: Proving 81. 
ſo from our Standards, that a trauſmitting this 


Sentence to be ſearched of all Men, and compared 


by. Scripture, before they make it a Term of Com- 
munion; and much more ſo, is a tranſmitting it 
to Preſbyteries and Kirk. Seſſions to conſider, and 


compare it hy the Word of God, agreeable Fe 


and. required by Barrier Acts of Reforming Affe 
blies 1639 and 1641 ande ven the very Prattite 


which appears to be pointed out'tofus by our Coy. 
fHliion af #aith,\Chap. 31. Sec. 4. where e pio. 
teſs 4 it as 0ur-avbwed Principle, bat « All Synods' 


571⁵ 1105 * and 


mW — 2 28 


# 


1 ba £44 


«and e fince the Apoſtles "I may err, 


therefore, they. are not to be made the Rule of 


*« Faith or Practice, but to de uſed as an Help in 
* both, Se. . 

A Rev. Father chought it proper to . theſs 
Reaſons. advanced againſt their raſh- Reſolutions; 
by ruining that Brother's Reputation at once, while 
he tare bis Character in Pieces, telling the Com- 
9 which confilted of ſome Hundreds, That for 
him to be clear in his own Mind in the Synod, and 
yet nat to vote, though be ſaw that Sentence to be 

agreeable to Scripture, and to our Standards; this 
deſerved a Character not to be named. 
After he had expreſſed his Sorrow' and Surprize 

- at ſuch a Perſon of ſo bad Principles and difinge- 
nuous Practices; and after making a long Speech 
to this Purpoſe, that Brother found himſelf laid 
under a Neceſſity to vindicate his owt Character, 
when ſuch a Calumny yas charged on it, and to 


maintain his gone Name by the Commandment of | 


God, when ſo openly and ſo odiouſſy condemned, | 
as A Thing that ought not to be named. 
Therefore, as the only Fault in his Character, 


which his Rev. Father had named, was, for not : 
voting in the Synod, about that Sentence upon 
"4 the Separation was tated, though he found - 


whi 
it to be lawful), and agreeable to Scripture, and our 


Standards: He gave the Reaſons of his Conduct 


in that Matter, apparently to the Satisfaction of 
all preſent, agreeable to Scripture, 1 Cor. x. 23. 
All Things are lawful for me, but all Things are not 
expedient : All Things, are lawful. * me, but all 
Things edify not. 


But as there had been fomething blamed: in his 


Character, when it was ſaid openly, and that with 


Stat Signs of Grief, Sorrow, and Surprize at it; 


he could not maintain his miniſterial Character, 


nor prevent the Injury he had Ground to fear 


i follow upon this Calumny, if he ſhould have 
p Ws covered 


err, 


of 


o * 
In 
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covered the Infirmity, even of his worthy and dear 


Father, at the Ex 


dence of his own Innocency, and 
lying under the Loſs of his good Name. * dies 


Therefore, as ſuch a nameleſs Calumny had 


been caſt upon him, he charged his Rev. Father, io 
follow out his Calumny by proving it fully, and to 
ſpeak out that in his CharaQeer, which ought not 


to be named; or elſe to fall from it immediately: 


For in that himſelf was willing to hear, and ſub- 
mit his Character to the Conſideration of the 
Preſbytery. | e 4, OO 


, 


That Rev. Father being thus charged to prove, 


or elſe to paſs from his Calumny immediately ; 
openly declared his Satisfaction with that Brother's 
Character, and: paſſed from proving any Slander . 
againſt him. And upon this, that Brother teſtified 
his Reconciliation with him immediately. 

And asithe ſame Rev. Father had endeavoured 
in his Speech foreſaid, alſo to prove the Unwar- 
rantableneſs of that Sentence of Synod upon which 
the Separation was ſtated, and had from A, xv. 
23. alledged that after a Sentenee is paſt in a ſu- 
perior Council or Synod, that Act is not ta be 
judged by an inferior Court concerned in it, before 
its Practice is enjoined: For that this is contrary to 
Preſbyterian Principles, and deſtructive of all Or- 
der Whatſorven ::: 2h I 
The foreſaid Brother replied thereto in Words 
to this Effect, That it made nothing to the Purpoſe 
for his Rev. Father to draw an Argument from 
Adi 15. 23. to prove that People now are not to 
judge of the Sentences of Synods and Councils 


which concern them, be fore they make ſuch Sent 


tences the ſtanding Rules of their Faith and Prac- 
tice. For according to our Standards of Preſbyte - 
rian Doctrine, Confafton of Faiih, Chap. 31. Sec. 
4. we believe that All Synods and Councils ſince 
the Apoſtles Times, whether general or particu- 
1 lar, may err, and many ha ve erred, and therefore 

„ 7.4.40 0G e nn 


/ 


© their trations are not to be made a Rub; | 


„of Faith ot Practice, as the Decrees of that 
Sy nod which by the infallible Conduct of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt was unerrable. And if the Decrees of 
Councils and Synods e are ſo very perfect, that 
People are bound to obey them, merely becauſe they 
are paſt, and made by Miniſters and others ſitting 


in a ſuperior Court, before that People who are 


concerned in them, have the Privilege to judge, 
and compare them by the Word of God: Why is 
not this very Sentence received alſo, upon which 


the Separation was ſtated? What Way can ſuch 


Contradictions, in Principle and Practice be recon- 
eiled ? As to plead that the Decrees-of a ſuperior 
Court are not tobe compared with the Word of 
Truth, and judged: by an inferior Court, or even 
by a private Perſon concerned, before their Prac- 
| tice be enjoined? And yet to ſeparate for a * ſupe- 
rior Court's paſſing a Sentence? But beſides this 
Tnconſittency, to what Purpoſe is it to plead, that 
' becauſe the Decrees of the Synod:of Feruſalem 

had been enjo ined preſently, therefore the Decree 
of our laſt Year's. Sy nod ought alſo to be enjoined; 
and its Practice preſſed preſently: When we own 
this in our Confuſton, that they were guided infal- 
libly; and we have ſad Experience that our Synod 
has proved fallible, and that frequently? To what 
Purpoſe. is it to plead, that becauſe the Apoſtles 
delivered them the Decrees for to keep; therefore 
the Decree df, laſt Year's Synod ſhould be made a 


Term of Commuanian, before it was examined by 


Chriſtians, and particularly, before it ſhould. be 
conſidered by. Courts concerned therein, and be 
compared of them and judged by Seripture? Vea, 
ſuppoſing the primitive Chriſtians, not to have 
jadged theſe Decrees made at the Synod: of Feru- 
alem by the Scriptures themſelves; which none 


can prove, ſeeing the Spirit of God had given 


them a en. y and Teſtimony to try them 
* | by 3 3 
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by; as in the Prophety of J. 66. and 20, 21. 


beſides others to that Purpoſe. If their Practice 


therein ſhould be received as our Rule, and prefſed _ 
upon us'as'a perpetual and altogether perfect Pat- 
tern; then we muſt receive every Act and Decree 


which a'Synod doth determine, whether we judge 


it right or wrong; and this would bring us to a 
mere implicit Faith: Vea, it would make Preſhy- 


terian Principles the very ſame in that of Obedi- 
ence to Councils and Synods with the Principles of 


Papiſis; and fo bring us to believe as the Church 


believes, and pin our Faith to their Sleeves. 
This Argument tends only to preſs upon People 

blind Obedience, and is quite contrary to the Scope 

of the Spirit of God in the Scripture, and is di- 


rectly oppoſite to the Deſign of our Standards 


founded upon the Scripture: For Decrees of Coun- 
ctls, or Acts of Synods, are not to be received as 
our Rules, until we ſee them ourſelves by Scrip- 
ture that they are right. They are indeed te be 
uſed as Helps, ſo that whenever any Sentence or 


Act of Synod in which we are concerned comes 


abroad, every particular Perſon concerned, and 
much more ſo, every Preſbytery, and inferior Court 
in Chriſt's Church, having a greater Charge about 
Terms of Communion, ought to try and compare 
it by the Word of God, the only unerring Rule, 
and to conſider and judge whether it is conſonant 
to it or not. For it is a Glory to our Reformed 
Religion, that it permits its Principles to be tried 
of every particular Perſon by the Word of God, 


when any new Act or Decree comes abroad; and 


therein Preſbytery is agreeable to the Practice of 


the primitive Chriſtians, whom we find ſo highly 


commended for this, Acts 17. 11. that they daily 


ſearched the Scriptures ' whether theſe Things 


were ſo. 


To this it was objected, that an Argument 


which. proved too much, proved nothing at all : 


For i 


1 


733. - 


For an Argument drawn from the Berears in that 


Place, proved nothing to the Purpoſe of tranſmit- 0 
ting the Sentence of laſt Synod to Preſbyteries, and by 
Kirk-Seſſions, to be judged. by them, before ma- Fe 
king it a Term of Communion: For an Argument ſe 
to be drawn from the Bereans ſearching the Scrip- 10 
tures daily to ſee whether, theſe Things were ſo, 45 

would prove that it ought to be tranſmitted to eve; Ri 
ry particular Perſon: : And ſo that this Argument 1 
was good for nothing; for this would bring in - || p, 
| depengency, mere Anarchy, and all Manner of Diſ- ce 
order whatſoever. _ in 
In order therefore to confirm People againſt the N 
Danger of this Diſorder, it was argued. by a Rev. nin 
Father thus, 3 S 
Is it the Property, 7 47) he, of every. particular Fa 
Subject when. an Act of Parliament is paſt, to have * 
a Copy of it tranſmitted, to be conſidered and + 
judged, by evecy Individual concerned, whether it ſe 
mall de a ſtanding Rule or not, before the Practice 0 
of it, be epjoined ? What a Confuſion would ithis P 
occaſion in a well- ordered Cane hee make ſe 
ſuch a Cuſtom ? 7 
To this a Brother replied, in no ſmall Surprize, 
to this Effect, That he was really ſorry to ſee his 5 
Rev. Father forget himſelf ſo far; that he would 8 
undertake to prove Preſbyterian Principles, and * 
urge a Chriſtian's Practice, from the Courſe which " 
is commonly taken, in cotaplying with the Deeds b 
of civil Courts or Parliaments. 1 
To this it was anſwered, that it was not to 0 
Fan but to illuſtrate. ˖ 
But this Manner of covering his Infirmity prov- 
ed very offeafive to that Brother, in Regard, that ] 
in the Aim, and Tendency of the Speech, in which 
| Fnac Compariton of the Cond uct of civil Courts was t 
j aled, it appeared plainly to be deſigned on purpoſe 
It prove his Point; in order to preſs the, preſent 
] Prachce ot People, and their calm Concurrence 


ow with 


- 
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with Church Authority, in obey ing the Deerees of 


Courts, without Judging them by the Seriplares, 
before they received them as their ſtanding Rules. 
For the plain Scope and Tendeney of that Simile, 
ſeemed rather to prove than illuſtrate Et he was 
pleading for: - And therefore, le ought, freely, 
clearly, and fully to have paſt from that Way of 
Reaſoning ; ſeeing he had thereby con founded civil 
with ſacred Things, confounded Priviſeges with 


Practices, and State Privileges with Seripture Pre- 
cepts, whereby People of weak Capaciries, could 
not ſhun to be perplexed ; and whereby! they were 


in Danger of being perverted unto a Popiih, - and 
implicit Obedience to Church Authority: This 
was a Way of arguing which tended to let People 
continue careleſs about ſearching the Scriptures, 
and comparing new Acts of Church Authority with 
the Seriprures, though theſe Acts concern them- 


ſelves, if they have no Privilege to judge an Ack 


of Sy nod by Seripture, to prevent Sin in their 
Practice. This Way of arguing appeared to be 
rather an obſcuring than an illuſtrating; and a 


_ dazling Peoples Eyes, from diſcerning heir Dan- 


ger of being deceived, by Decrecs preſſed upon 
them by Church Authority; yea, to reaſon in this 
Strain of confounding cvil'with ſacred: Compliance 


to Courts, tended to'render the ignorant regardleis 


and fecure, about ſearching after Knowledge; aud 


ready to receive any Sentence of à Synod, or ſupe- 


rior Court, as a ſtanding Rule, at firſt ſight; wich- 
out comparing it with Scripture, and judging it 
1 ii C03 TECH ad 


thereby to be right. 


Therefore this Brother declared, as above, his 
Diſpleaſure at this Way of arguing; in order to 
pfreis People to a blind Obedience, and proved, 
that this is purely implicit Faith” his Rev. Father 
was pleading for: And that it is entitely/a' Popiſh 
Principle which "theſe who. contend for theſe new 
Courſes are now embracing : When they are preſ- 

| a os ting 


\ 


E 20 1 g 
40 on People and part 
thers preſent with him, 


Rule, both of their Faith and Practice, and that 


preſently ! Or elſe they muſt be immediately ſuſ- 
pended from ſitting i in Preſbytery, and conſequent- 
1y, from. the whole Exerciſe of their Office, and 
| Miniſtry! Such Acts of their Synod, lay ing ſo 
many Miniſters of Chriſt materially under a daſ- 
penſion immediately ! which Acts he had faund 


framed by them the "xy firſt Day after their Se- 
paration, by an unhear 


urging the preſent Execution thereof, upon ſeveral 
Mmniticrs and Elders ] That this was a juſt Ground 
of- Suſpicion of our Danger ; - when we are driven, 
urged, and preſſed with ſuch Polt-batte to eſpouſe 
a Popiſh Principle: That therefore he ſaw from 


the Strain of ſuch a Way of Reaſoning, that cre- 


dulous People are really in Hazard of returning in- 


to Popery, if this Principle prevail: For it paves- 


the Way to it, and is a principal Error of it. 
In order therefore to diſcover this Deceit of il- 
luſtrating our Preſbyterian Principles from Subjects 


Privileges about, Acts of Parliaments, and civil 


Courts in which they are concerned: It is to be 
noticed, that, though it is not the Privilege of eve- 
ry Subject, to have the Copy of every Act of Par- 
liament concerning him. tranſmitted to him, before 
its Practice be enjoined; yet it is his Property aud 
Privilege to have the Knowledge of it ſome. Way 
ſhown to him before it be obeyed. And as it is 
the Privilege of every individual Perſon, to know 
ſome Way or other, every Deed and Act ot. a 

Court which concerns himſelf: So it will be the 
Practice of; every tender and conſcientious: Chri- 
ſtian, to,compare every, Deed,of a civil Court con- 


e his Fragice,. by the Word of . beſore 
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larly on himſelf, and © o- 
he Practice of a Decree of 
their new Synod, and enjoin ing it as a ſtanding 


of Halte! in their Reſo- 
lution! and the Vehemency! and Zeal uſed in 
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he receive it as the Rule af his Practice, and d 


obey. God rather than Men, if it is wrong. 
And if it is not his Duty to compare it with these 
Word of Pruth bef ore he obey 4 t becauſe it Was 
not his Privilege, to have a Cop of it trapſmitied} 
to him, before; the Practice f ãt was gnjigigegs 
Why then, is the preſent Swearing of the Religi- 
ous Clauſe, in ſome . Burgeſs Qaths refuſed; and, 


condemned? 2 
rved, thati 


. TT» $13 +14 
| After this, another Rev. Father'obſe 
the Brother Who ſpoke laſt, ſeemed to, expreſs a; 
Dread and Fear; that. the Brethren were driving. 


People into Popery : But, ſaid be, I do not believe 
that he thinks ſo l he does not ſpeak as be thinks! - 


but ſpeaks one Thing and thinks another 
That Brather finding himſelf thus openly ghag-; 
ged with groſs Diſſimulation,  replied/to, this Pur-1 
poſe: That he was ſorry. to find his Fathers ſo;of- 
ten forgetting themſelves, that when they ſaw.evi-; 
dently the Strength of their Argument fail, they. 


K +4 w# 


give a blind Obedience to their Necrees,, and de- 
nying them the Liberty of judging every Sentence, 


the Spirit of Meekneſs, he had endeavoured to reſtore 
ö : | 4 244 dd” i $+ @ | E © + $4. & \& « 3 1 41 . 1, * 
£1 uch 


5 witnefs; that he, had always paid a due Regard and 
Deren ee the ted Name and Chafakter of ehe 
Tees plendlug in their Miſtake for it; that he 
hag>ftiit he wet Reſpeet, and {Charitable Eſteem 
for his Fathers, Kren tho befoundthem overtaken 
._ with Infitmity 5 Bh wis pri eved' to '6bferve them 
1 Fans. quite of the Point * Controverſy, into 
1 y And C ; ent alledging he deſer ved 
1 9 that dug ut not to be named ; and now 
Ys ker charg . wt groſs Difimalation, as 
FS £1 vo" 24 it 1 (vas his ghly o be blamed ! a wy 
"0 1504 a dach > flandering Way of rebfoning i in 
Ew”, * "hm Strain, Was fo ſimilar to Satan's accuſing of 
* the” Brethren, he hoped; end Perſon of common 
 Pradlence would pay any Regard to it. 
re pafing* this S, which coſe 
nher W's Men and returning to the Point, 
— Profent Subje@'vf Controvetrſy, that Brother 
„ 2 That by the Minutes of the c Synod 
nia ber Heating, he found Acts ſuſpending 
— kinigutf and many others, both Miniſters and El- 
= from all Beere Ws their Office, as. Rulers 
2} iz 'the Church of Chrilt pr ee 2n3cing: 
bs « Thar, dy the reading of theſe raſh inch reſolüfe 
| | Sentences, 'of ſudden” Suſpenſion of Miniſters and 
Elders, found himſelf actually excſuded from 
2 Key el Dit ie ne and Government; and con- 
equently” ma ly,' yea, in their View judicial- 
e ny. becauſe he FA not 
a Fapiſt in this Particular, to own by an implicit 
Fzith Fl  Suborgidarion” to them, who 7 ſeparated 
fröm their Brethret, for pond, Fey AQ, which 
had 12 direct Tepdepcy to ſet Peo fearchin the 
+1ptare, PR order to pre vent Sig ih their Praftice 
e AA EF Hs . to var "Standards; 
tft thereby Ke found hiniſelf caſt out from Com- 
2 , for 'no other Reaſon alledged In theſe Mi- 
93 niſters 
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age 2 excepi.coviye.ghan; be dard at 
{hour breaking his Orginatien, Vos and Ka- 


gagements, own that Subordination, which — 


had made an Article of their arg Ce this Day. 


by approving, judicially ingtheir Yiew, this, alfiv 


and unheard of Conſtitution z that thereſore le 


could not ſa, as they, ſays nor balisve a8 hoy be-- 


lieye, nor pin his Faith to their Suna, b 
And 48 for M/ Elder, 8 ſaid, he,; tho bein ne- 


ver yet conſulted. him on that Bn nor know 
his judgment to this Moment; yet I find be is 
rendered an unlawful Elder, tho he condemn the 
Burgeſs Oath, and. prove of the\Separition;//ard 
find no Fault wich theſe hy have now: conſtitute, 
purely; on the, Faith of its being Faultleſs: New, 


the only Thing that, will render him incapable u | 


that Event, and be the Reaſomof his Rejection, is, 
becauſe he was choſen, ſince that dynod, while was 
modetating in; Seflion ;; whereas, cis very evident 


from that very haſty. and ſobite: Act of theits, _ 
that the; ſame Elder might; ha ve been admitted ds 
a2 Member, if he ſhall appearita:be of their Mind, 


Spee "his. ion bed only (proceeded that 
Inis {11653 $64; + YES r 12241 * 
ee hat Elder begged; of dhe Mibdechter 


about him 1 While one of them appeared willing tb 
know, what, might. be his, Mind, anathet of them 


ſpoke audibly in theſe Worts, . 
«« fGince the Sy nod; whereby in ſo fem Words he 
declared, That by their Syno gs Sontendes of 8 


ſpenſjon, all Elders, however they may prove 0 be 
on, thgir Sidel are actually ſaſpended or 4 denfoh, 


if they have been elected in u Heſſion; where ant 


of a diffsrent Mind is modorating 3 and ce 


ly, that all, Miniſters not owning that Subordatiun: 
and, even men Riders of their οͤ Opinion per- 
lar. re W ſuſpended in their V n | 


* 
9 


Leave: ta ſpeak, but was: ipſtrupted:a little by 
. — — Miniſters, muttefing: to one angther 
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et ito ſpeak wie Mind, Which 1 in 
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0 Werde to this Effect, J 
0 „never had bs k üs ur to i as a Member 


in any Presbytery before, tho“ I have been wit- 


<< neſs Gimme; z und Tam really ſorry to ſee the 
% onduct of this ohe; therefore, I. do here de- 
'-562elare; That the? 'I-muſt'condemn' the religious 
, Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs-Oaths; in as far as 1 
have Light from the Seripture ai it; yet 1 
uam entirely: diſſatisfy'd with the Separatton that 
ate is ſo unwarrantably made upon it; for thereby 
0 T4 find: Miniſters of Chriſt, and Elders, contrary 
k to Seripture, and o Standards of Diſeipline, 


by a raſh. Sentenee of that Syflod, immediately 


*+laid under a Suſpenſion; and that before ever 
156 . they were called to anſwer: for ary Crime che * 
L chail commitied and before ever their Cau 
as heard and tried, and any proper Means 
4: were-uſed: to Convince them of any Fault; and 
I therefore, as the very Conſtitution of that Synod 
n of theſe' Miniſters being 
2 under an actual Suſpenſion; I am not for this 
4 Preabytery's conſtituting upon this new footing, 
4 e that Subofdination, nor upon any 
other footing, than what they were formerly a at 
 4%:their laſt Meeting at Ceres. ns GD | 
oil However, notwithſtanding of all this he was 


 excluded;iand/a Queſtion-being: moved, in order 
to know: the trut Meaning of the nee. 'Synod's 


Au Whether. by, them they confidered- all Mi- 


in their Vie wi from the Key of Diſci- 
; abas and Government oy, or from the whole Le 
| erciſe of their Office, -as Miniſters af Qbrift? * 
ods e 34907 AL "Db: e ee Si. Rev. 
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maſters,» not owning that Sabordination? as actually 
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A Rev. Father Auster to this Quetion, We. 
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to ſhew the true Senſe and Import of their Senten- 3 | 


bn of Suſpenſion, declared it in theſe Words, among 


others, That theſe Miniſters were materially. ſu 


A ended from. the euhole Exerciſe of © the Keys of tbr 
ingdom of Heawen for a Time : Andi in the reſt of 


his Speech; he ſhewed unto what Time they were 


thus ſuſpended,” vix. until they ſee their preſent 


Way to be their Sia, and acknowledge this Subor- Ty 


dination. 

The Modetator,.. 67 all Ne Members of this 
new Meeting of Miniſters and Elders, which they 
called a Presbytery, all and every one ſhewed their 
Conſent with this. Senſe by their Silence; and ſtop- 


ping the Names of the forcfaid four Members from 


being enrolled in their new Presbytery! Roll; 


whereby it evidently appeared, that every one of 
E retine, Mr. 


enge and 7 ames 
. as 97 actually under à Sentence of Su- 


them conſidered the Rev. Mr. Ral 
Johnston, and their Elders, 7 ames 


nſion already, from all the parts of their Office, as 
Miniſters and Office- bearers in the Church of Chriſt; 


tho' no Means had been ever tried hitherto, to con- 


vince them of any Crime, except only the reading of 
ſome Papers in their Hearing, which ſuppoſed them 


to be under an immediate Suſpenſion at firſt Sight, 


unleſs they would make it an Article of Faith, and 


openly profeſs the Separation was ſo ſinleſs, as to 


change the very Conſtitution of Presbytery on the 
| Belief of it; yea, theſe Papers ſeveral Tiches re- 
peated this; That a not owning thoſe new Courſts 
of theirs, and particularly, that a defending the 
8 to maintain the true Religion in ſome 
Burgeſs Oaths, is a dropping the Whole of our 
Teſtimony z as if the Whole of our Teſtimony 
were contracted into the condemning to ſwear to 
profeſs and allow the true Religion 1 


Thus, having in their View, judicially declared; | 


that che Guile of all Minifters and Elders, who 
| D. \ a 


1 agree | 


e 


Wb not With thew' jn theſt ner Courſes, is fo. 
grols, that they conſider them às already ſuſpend- 5 
ed and actually excommunicated from theſe Exer- 
ciſes of % Keys of the Kingdom of Headen which 

_  Ghrift hath given them; and as they were preſſing 

| tte prefent Practice of "theſe ſudden Sentences of 
"Suſpenſion, and preſently putting them in Execu- 
© + , non as violently; and as far as it appeared poſſible 
#, Is to puſh Things in their preſent Circumſtances arid 


Situation, Mr. 7obnton having ſeveral Times beg-- 


28882 


r 


ged his Name might be added to the Roll, upon 
the ſame footing of Conſtitution as formerly, ever 
fince his Ordination; and obſerving the Names of 
"feveral Members of the Aſſociate Presbytery of 
. Dunfermline and Perth, ſome whereof were prefent, 
and omitied, as appeated, on Purpoſe'; therefore he 
3 urged again, that his Proteſtation might be mark- 
e., and his Name added to che Roll accordingly, 
declaring bis great Averſion at Separation ; and 
that he was willing to take his Seat with his dear N 
Pathers and Brethren ; if, for the Satisfaction of his 
Conſcience concerning his Ordination Vows, they 
Vould only declare, That they were that ſame Pre- g 
. to Phich they themſelves had bound him, F 
about a Vear ago to own a due Subordination in : 
the Lord; but tho' the Rev. Mr. Ralph Erchine, 
and James Beugo his Elder, backed him, in this 4 
Declaration and Deſire; no Reply was made 
e eee e e ee ee 
And as Mr. Fobnffon in Teſtimony of his utter 
5 Abborrente at Separation and Diviſion,” was obſer- 
ves in his ſeeting Pears and purſuing it, when it was! 
' plainly flying from him, to the Obſervation of all, | 
as much as poſhbly he could without breaking his V 
Ordination Vow about Subordination; and at the tf 
"fame Time, keep a pure Conſcience in preventing e 
the Sin of this Popiſb Principle, to profeſs an im- : 
* plicit Faith of their Separation's being Faultleſs; il - 
And as ht was obſerved to urge his Requeſt, ſo fre- | 
1 ; Et, TR quently ( 
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s ſo 
end- 
N 
hich 


mocked by a, Rey. Father, who. from the. TOY. 
Beginning of . — Debate, appeared fond for Mr. 


Jolla ſeparating himſelf torwardly, * be, ne - 


the reſt of them had done. 


4 
* 


Therefore, he was now and 8 * in a e 


f viding Me 7 ohnltan, when plainly, directing 


his Speech to him, and not the Moderator, but 
ſtaring him broad in the Face, and always ſpeak- 
ing in the third Perſon, hut  - - 

{ wonder that Mr. Johnston 3 ſit with 6085 


Miniſters as, be ſays, are Members of a revenge | 


Synod, and the like! | 
As this was again and again repeated in a 
jeſting Manner, and made Uſe of as a Matter of 


Mockery, which diſcovered an entire Indifferenty 


about his Brother's Concern for Peace, when he was 
Furſuing it with ſuch Affection and Vehemency ; 
Mr. Fohafen,. once and again at leaſt, with Sor- 
row, replied to this Effet, That he was really 
ſorry to find ſome ſo ſond of Separation, as to make 
a Jeſt and Mock of a Matter of ſuch Moment, as 


the renting of Union among Miniſters of Chriſt | 
was ! As the marring the Communion of Saints 
was. which mult be its native Conſequence ! , That 
for one to make a Jaunt at a Thing, which mani- 
feſtly had an immediate and direct Tendency to 
tear the Flock of Chriſt, as well as Miniſters, and 


mar the Edification of ſo many, appeared to him to 


be ſo very terrible and myſterious to think on, that 
he really was at a Loſs, and wanted Words to ex- 
preſs his Wonder! That as for himſelf, he thought 
this Matter of Miniſters ſeparating themſelves, was 
\ ſa ſtumbling. to: the graceleſs! and ſa ſhaking, fo 


. ſplitting, ſo linking, and fo ſaddening to the Hearts 
of the Gracious ] That tho“ he had found ſeveral 


- Miniſters and Elders in this Meeting, like Peter, 
6a. ii. 12. withdrawing and ſeparating themſelves, 
FOR h d- therefore. Judged it his * to withſtand \ 


them 


quently. od e Fs, Ty 1 over. again 
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* optely to the Fare; iſe Os were to 


blamed; and tho? it was evident, they were ftriving 
all they could to diveſt him of all his Privileges, 
| as'a, Paſtor over the Flock of Chriſt, contrary ta 


the Word of God, and to their on profeſſed Stan- 
dards; yet, the Unity of Miniſters and Saints 
among themſelves, was a Thing he wanted to be 
ſo tender of; that as he had always ſtudied to ſpeak 


in the Spirit of Mectneſi, in the whole Courſe of his 


reaſoning on this Controverſy, and had always 
ſhewed his great Averſion at Separation; ſo he de- 
| fired earneſtly ſtill to entreac them, as he longed 
after them all in the Bowels of Feſus Chriſt, to re- 
turn tb their Duty; and och declare, that they 


were willing to be called the ame Presbytery, that 


they were at their laſt Meeting at Ceres, to which 


Presbytery he was bound by them at his Ordination, 


to on a due Subordination 3 and that as we ought 


; 0 4 to. put en Bonvels of ' Wercies, Kindneſs, Humble: 


ne / of Mind, kene, Long. ſufferi ing, forbearing one 
another, 4 aud forgiving. on another; ſo he deſired 
them only to ſit down as they were at their laſt 
Meeting. and upon no new footing; and he was 
ready to receive them in Love, ready to fit with 
them, as he had done formerly, and was {til} bound 
to do by his Engagements he came under at his 
Ordmation; and, that he earneſtly entreated them, 


to conſider the diſmal Conſequences which have 


A TTY followed upon the Breach made ar laſt 
Sy nod; and the dreadful Conſequences which muſt 
in all human Appearance {till follow upon chis 


unprecedented and unſcriptural - Suſpenſion, they 


have pretended to paſs in their new Synod, which 
they are now putting in Execution as violently and 
unreaſonably, as theſe their Acts of Suſpenſion 
were made unwarrantably- and unſeaſonably; in 


— regard that this breaking up of miniſterial Com- 


munion has a native and direct Tendency to tear, 
fen. Aud Givide every particular Congregation, 


1 0 55 owning 


owning FT Tei „ 


before 
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one Congregation N ag 16 "Ee left as 8 
receive this moſt dangerous Errdr of Popery, upon 
which their Separation is founded ; namely, to re- 


ceive by an implicit Faith, and make every new 


Act a Term of Communion at ſirſt light, without 


aſſerting it as their Privilege to try ir firſt them 


ſelves, and gon ſider its Conſonancy with Scripture, 
22 receive it as a Rule of their Faith and 
Practice; for, who can imagine that every particu- 
lar Perſon in any one of theſe Miniſters own Congre- 
gations, will prove ſo popiſh, as to profeſs impli- 
citely to believe always as his Minifter believes, 
and receive this and every other new Opinion and 


Principle his Miniſter receives; and thus pin 1 Is 


one his Faith to their Synod's Sleeve ? 


Immediately upon this Speech alſo, che Rev. ; 


Mr. Ralph Br ikine, and Janes Beugo, one by ont 


declared. That they were of the ſame Mind, and . 
backed him again in this Declaration and Deſire. 


But after theſe and other Things to this Effect, 
had been tried in vain for Union and Healing, 
and all Metnods were uſed for Peace, to no Pur- 
poſe, and all Endeavours to prevent a Rupture 


were tried; which could be complied with in a 
3 Conbitency with the Word of Truth; and. when 
nothing lefs would maintain Peace, than that we 


ſhould judicially confeſs, that this Conſtitution was 


Kight, upon the new Footing formerly mentioned, 
which we found to be faulty ; In one Word, When 
hare were to proceed to other Buſineſs dn TT 


"ow quite dijown us: . 
ae Mr. Tobnten read bis Proteſation 8 
* au May 85 * 0 ' Which Dye I 
 F ames Fohnlton, Minitter of the Goſpel at 


16 * 


' * munion, 'and declared io be ſuſpended n um the whole 


\ PA N LG the Kingdom of Heaven for tbis Time; 
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© Dundee, being now ejected from miniſterial Com- 


hs 3 Jak r des 3; 


8 £52 8 98 2 8 Yael wi Thee? * Gay; e 4 


4 | be andy to give an Anſwer to every one preſent, 

111 ' whoſe. Deſires may be demanding me, to ſhew 
from the Word of God, a Reaſon of the Hope 

A3 lh that is in me, with Meelineſs and Fear, for which 

Hope I am ſuffering. this W ee 
= © nication. * - 

1 I do therefore find it to bs my Duty, to teſtify 
Wd | 4. againſt: this Meeting of Miniſters and Elders, who 
. have, like Peter, Gal. ii 12. Withdrawn and ſe- 

72 parated themſelves, and therefore are to be with - 


— 


|” Ker, be. glorjſed, for no Crime complained of, 8 
and proveb againſt me, but only for my en- « 

l i deavouring to preſerve the due Order in the « 

| * Houſe of God, namely, my Subordination unt 

8 the only, true, and proper Aſſociate Sy nod, in . 
N 70 Oppotiion to a pretended one, which ſome Mi- 8 
mmnmiſters and Elders alledge they have conſtitute; « 
1 bt ee according to the Spirit of Goa's Direc- 0 
1 tion, to fandiſy the Lard God in my Heart, and C 


bp” .*; ftosd to their Faces, becauſe they are to be blam- 

| | „ 4.600% For. which Cauſe, I do hereby declare, that 
—_ - « their owning Subordination to that pretended Sy- 
_ nod, is an inverting the comely and due Order, 


„ which, Chriſt bath ſettled in his Houſe as King 
= in Zion, the Hill F bis Holineſs ; in Regard that 
1 _ «theſe Miniſters and Elders, did ſeparate and 
=. _. -*.withdraw'themielves. from the only proper Aſſo- 
= ..'* ciate Synod, for and upon their een the fol- 
—_— 1 lowing Act, | Namely, 
Ko „ "566. "Phat the Decifioh anent the angie Clauſe 
* in ſome Burgeis-Oaths, pa ſſed by this Synod in 
| ONE, April 1746. mall not 20% or afterward, be made 
a Term of miniſterial and Chriſtian -Commu- 
3 nion, ay and until the making of the ſame to 
„ he. fo, ſhall be referred by Way of Overture 
1 unto Presbyteries and Kirk. ſeſſions, in order to 
©,** their giving their Judgment thereanent, that ſo 
"60 RET: may in the mean Time, be a 7 
$73, | "A av dealing 
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_« one another, in a Way of Conference and Prayer, 
„ in order to their coming, through 


r ISS >. 6 


was required by Barrier Acts of reforming Aſſem⸗ 
blies 1639 and 1641 ; yea, the Synod by this 
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T wifes Members of this; Synod with | 


n 


the r 
« Pity, to ſee De to De in * e of TOM fad 


« religious Clauſe,” | - "a 1 
Which Act of Synod i is Won dprveable wid. Wh. 
« ture, and our. profeſſed Principle of Presbyterias e 1 
* Church Government; for, ſuppoſſog that Clauſe 
© to be ſinful, as the Sentence of Synod -condemn- | M _ 

ing it, is a new Decree, never determined by any Bo 
v4 "Ih 


Court in Chriſt's Charch heretofore ; ſeeing ac- 
cording to our Confeffon of Faith, Chas: 35 . ẽ d 
« 4. Al} Synods, and Councils ſince the Apoſtles 3 
« Time may err, and many have erred, they affe 
* hot to be made the Rule of Faith or Practice, 


* but to be uſed as an Help in both.“ Therefore... ©" 
TL kth 

before making that Sentence of Synod a Rule f 
Faith and Practice, we ought to examine, WE. 


ther that Decree and Determination be Confonant _ C e | 
to the Word of Gud, or not, by the 3d Article . 
the ſame Chapter: Moreover, as this was an 
Act which concerned the Whole diffuſive Body A Fo OR 
of the Church of Chriſt, under the Synod's in: 
ſpection; their tranſmitting it to be tried by be 
Word of God, eſpecially, to Presbyteries ane 
Kirk-ſeflions, who are chiefly therein concerned, 1 


very Sentence, for which the Separation was fla- 
ted, acted according to the Commandment of 


6x Chriſt, and the Spirit of God's Commendation of 
* Chriſtians ; for our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Job v. 39. 

_ © ſays, Search the Scriptures ; and the 
commends the Bereans, Aeg xvii. 11. that theſe 


Spirit of God 1 4 


were more noble than thoſe in Thifſalenica, in 
that they received the Word with all Readineſs 
of Mind, and ſearched the Scriptures daily, che. 
ther thoſe Things were ſo; fo that the 8y nod 
. e declared their Defire, chat People under 
9 their 1 8, 


i 4 


Peg * : | 
, 32 


A ation of the Apoſties and Prophets, that cheir 
Wes Faith 
| EL 15 thereby, they did ſhew and declare, that they 
had not Dominion over their Faith; but gave 
them Occaſion to exerciſe. that Liberty, allowed 
15 them by Chriſt, and reſtrained, and denied unto 
them by Antithriſi, namely, to ſearch the Scrip- 
n tures themſelves, and examine every Sentence 
which concerns them, with a private Judgment 
of Diſcretion; it being the Glory of our. refor- 
med Religion, to permit its Principles and Doc- 
trrrines to be examined and tried of all Men, by 
the Rule of God's Word; and to receive every 
1 Decree and Determination nh, that is conſo- 
* "© nant to this Word of God, and which they find 
to be ſo, before they make it their ſtanding Law 
$5 and Rule of their Faith and Practice; ſo that 
1 5 the Brethren, Miniſters and Elders who have ſin- 
fully ſeparated, and withdrawn themſelves from 
1 4 . the true Aſſociate Synod, for paſſing the foreſaid 
HSBentence, have thereby practically embraced that 
5 groſs popiſs Error, of requiring of People im- 
pplicit Faith; and reſtraining them from ſearch- 
_ - . ing the Scriptures, when once a Decree or Sen- 
4 8wdWdttence of Synod. is paſt, before making it a Rule 
1 of Faith and Practice, in as much as. they did 


_ —_— 35 the religious Clauſe of ſome Burgeſs Oaths, was 

. . © not made a Term of miniſterial and Chriſtian 

. Communion, juſt now — until People who had 

ns ow '* Concern therein had Light to ſee it conſonant to 

oh t the Lord's Word; for which Reaſons their Separa- 

| © tion is directly contrary to our Standards, and the 
Word of God. on. which they are founded: 

* thereby they practicalih declare, they defire blind 

« Obedience to their Decrees, before ſuch as 

< obey do ſafficiently diſcern them to be agreeable 

to > divine Revelation, or can even 1 a com- 
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petencys of Time, and Means of Light, and ne. 


ceſſary Information. Thereby they would preſs 


People preſently to profeſs themſelves to be f 
their Party, and juſtify their Conduct, by. clea- - 


ving to them, and caſting off Communion with 
others, as unworthy of their Charity, becauſe | 
they arg not come to their Light, and Perſpicuity ; 


and that before People who approve not of 
theſe Practices, perceive, and ſee Things ſuffi- 
ciently themſelves from Scripture ;' thereby, ſuch 
as have thus ſeparated, ſhew that they will give 
no Allowance. of Peoples private Judgment of 


Diſcretion, if they declare tkhemſelves to be diſ- 
ſed to favour both Parties, till they examine 


Things further; for, unleſs that People do de- 
 clare, that they are diſpoſed to ly open to light 
their Way; and declare they are doubting al- 
ready of the other Way, by theſe Courſes they 


are cut off from Chriſtian Communion immedi- 


-ately, tho' they profeſs the ſame Teſtimony, and 
appear to make as fair Searches for Truth, as 
themſelves; and in whom in the Judgment of 


L 


and Fear of Sin as in others. 

Now, as there is a Concatenation of Errors, 
whereby one links and draws another after it; 
ſo this unwarrantable Separation upon this popy/2 


Charity, we may diſcern aa much Tenderneſs 


Principle, draws and drives its Abettors into this - 


new Error and Abſurdity; namely, to make the 


owning of their Separation to be lawful, an Ar- 


ticle of their Faith, and a new Creed, and a 
Shibboleth, upon which as great Streſs is laid, 
as upon the /arer Word of Prophecy; and in or- 
der that People may embrace theſe new Opini- 
ons in a Surprize, it leads into this Error which 


our Lord reproved in the Phariſees, Lute xvi. 15. 


ye are they which juſtify yourſelves before Men, 
when ſtrong Words profeſſing Purity, and high 


Pretences of Zeal for Reformation are uſed, to 
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Eyes againſt Sun-Beams, through Pride, Preju- 
© dice, and worldly Policy, and the like. 


© But if, we may know Trees by their Fruits, _ 
whether they be good or bad, which is the Rule 
dur Lord hath left to try Opinions by, Matth. 7. 


ify this Separation, and ſtrong Aﬀertions are 

made, that ſuch as come not over to their fide, 
are materially quitting and giving up with the 
Whole of the Teſtimony : That they are willing- | 
© ly ignorant; blinding themſelves ; ſhutting their 


S 


20. The Fruit and Effect which this violent 
< ruſhing, in this Matter of miniſterial Excommu- 


«nication, and ſecluding Members from fitting in 


gS8eſſions, hath already produced, is a deplorable 
_ © devouring of our Time, and diverting of our 
Minds from the more material Exerciſes of Re- 


* ligion, diſcompoſing us from ſedate Self exami- 


© nation, Meditation, and Prayer: And inſtead of 
_ © ftrengthaing one another's Hands, or warming 
one another's Hearts by Chriſtiah Converſation, 


© lays us under a Neceſlity to contradict one aao 


ther, and thus procures mutual Irritation. 


And as this making new Terms of Commu- | 


nion leads its Lovers unto many Abſurdities in 


 * Principle, ſo doth it drive them unto this dan- 


_ © gerous Practice, of diſgracing Miniſters of Chriſt, 
© as much as they can, 'to defame them, and blaſt 
. © their Reputation, as if they were mere Apoſtates, 
2 ates e up with the whole of our Teſtimony, 
Which is a direct Breach of our Covenant En- 
gagement, to ſtrengthen one another's Hands, 
and is a craſty Device to draw Men from the. 
33 1 | 


7 


And whereas all Haſte and Speed is violently. 


© preſſed” upon the Conſciences of Miniſters and 
private Chriſtians, to declare themſelves to be 


for theſe their new Opinions openly, and to 
<-make an open Profeſſion of ſueh haſty Reſolu- 


tions, whereby a due and deliberate Examination 


OR. 


8 


© is nde 1 ſhall cite a Paſſage FS ee . 5 | 1 


* Diſcourſe upon mental. Errors, Edin. Edit. Pag. 


« 434. Suſpe& that Opinion (as juſtly you may) 

« ſays he, for erroneous, that is too importunate, 
* and preſſing upon you, and will not allow yon 
due Time of Conſideration, and Means of In- 
* formation. That which is a Truth To- day, will 
be a Truth Tomorrow; but that which looks 

© like a Truth To- day, may be deceQied, and look 


© like itſelf, an odious Error To- morrow. And 
this is the Reaſon of that Poſt - haſte, Satan, and 


N N R -Nn 


leſt a ſpeedy Detection fruſtrate and ſpoil the 
Deſign.” Says he, on the ſame Page, By 
* entertaining ſtrange Fer ſons, Men ſometimes en- 
* tertain Angeli unawares; but by entertaining of 


* ſirange Doctrines, many have entertained Devils 
* N eee It is not ſaſe, ſays he, to open the 


Door of the Soul, to let in Strangers in the 


Night; let them wait, till a clear Day light of 
Information, ſew you what they are.“ Thus 

far he. | | 
For all which Reaſons, and others that ind 


© be named, I proteſt that this Meeting of Mini- 


ſters and Elders, in this unlawful Manner, upon 
a quite new Footing, from what. they were fot- 


: * merly, are to be blamed for all the bad Conſe- 
* quences of this my Suſpenſion. from; miniſterial 


that J am thus far excommunicated, only for 


* endeavouring to obſerve the due Order in the 
© Houſe of God, and my Subordination to the 
only true and proper Aſſociate Synod, in Oppo- 
© fition to the pretended one, according to my 


* Ordmation Vows, and Engagements, and becauſe 
I am endeavouring to act ia an Agreeableneſs to 
our Standards, and the Serigrures on n they. 
" are N | 

Ws 4. © 1 And 


his Factors make to gain our preſeut Conſent, 


ei 


© Communion with them, and for my Ejection 
from ſitting in Preſbytery with them; in Regard 
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And 1 mal pan”. et as this Meeting i is 
conſtitute upon another Footing than formerly ; 
*.and-by their own Profeſſion, . is not the ſame as 
* it was: That therefore it is not to be accounted 
© the: lawful Aſſociate Preſbytery of Dunfermline 
and Perth: But it ſhall be lawful for me to join in 


Preſbytery with all my Rev. Fathers, and Bre- 


© thren, who are willing, to continue as formerly, 
© to. conſtitute with me on the ſame Footing as 

they were at their laſt ordinary Meeting at Ceres, 
and e ever hnce my Ordination.“ 


. 


1 And then Fame Beugo Fes his Proteltation, F 


| Un the Rev. the Minitters and fer preſently con- 
weened at Perth, May G-- 1747: 


T be Rueanrnn TATION, Decuuaration, tid 
TESsTIONY of James Beuvgo Elder, 
commiſſionate to attend the Synod,” and 
| fubſequent Presbyteries. i | 


T* HA T when the Lad cleared up my Way, 

o-make a Seceſſion from the preſent J u- 
5 Fee, of the eſtabliſhed Church, on account 
of her Apoſtacies and Backſlidings from our re- 


.© ceived Standards, and covenanted Principles; * 


C2 did not caſt off the Church of Scar/arnd, in her 


Conſtitution, while the Words and Reaſon of the 
Law conſtituting her are ſo expreſſed, as to be a 


ſettling the true Religion according to the Word 


of God, and as of a lon 


'1me profeſſed with- 
in this Realm; Preſbyteria 


al Church Government 


ir; agreeable thereto, and moſt conducive to the Ad- 


vancement of true Piety and Godlineſs; and the 
« Confeſſion of Faith, as containing the Sum and 
« an of the Dogrines o the Reformed 

8 . 0 Churches ; 
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is Churches; which Conf2/fon of Faith, the Act 1 


4 


3 Aſſembly 1647. approving thereof, declares tee 


as be the chiefe Part of the covenanted Uniform: "ol 
ed  & ty: This being the Caſe, I dare not caſt off ge 
ne « Conſtitution, while in the mean Time I deſire ig 
. * be affected with, and mourn over the Omiſſions, e 
e- and ũnful Neglects of this Revolution Period: 
7. And, as I do fo, I hereby declare my conſtant . 
as © Adherence, through Grace, unto a Teſtimony } 
's, * lifted up by the Aſſociate Preſbytery, againſt the | 
* Faults and Failings. of this, as well as of. the 8 
N. other Periods mentioned therein. I would in- * 
cline to be, as Iſrael when the ſecond Temple "IM 
was built, there was a Proclamation' by Cyrus, © 
* that the God of Heaven commanded him to 
1 build him an Houſe at Feruſalem, 2 Chron. 35. 
22, 23. Ezra 1. 2, 3. And we fee the Builders 
made uſe of this Decree (in Darius his Time) [ ” ll 


for furthering this great Work, Ezra 5. 13. Not- 1 
1 8 withſtanding that it was done by the Command- 5 = 
ment of the God of Heaven, yet there ſeem' d 3 
© to be a Want in it, .as there was no mention in 
that Decree, of doing it according to the Fat- 
tern God gave to Solomon, of the firſt Temple: 


od 


, There, we ſee the different Diſpoſitions that took | 
1 place amongſt the old and young Men, mourn- — 
e | ing and rejoicing ; yet this ſecond Houſe he ho; 


+ noured with his Preſence therein: So, I defire to 
* mourn, that although the true Religion and _ 
Preſbyterial Church Government be ſettled ac- 
|| © cording. and agreeable to ths Word of God, ang 
a the Confeſſion of Faith ; which (according to the A 
Aſſembliy 1647) is the chief Part of our cove- | 
nanted Uniformity, be ratified and 1 ; the 
Nation and Church did not formally declare the 
binding Obligation of our Covenants ;” and al. 
e | * though I dare not caſt off the Conltitution, While 
d | * the true Religion, &c. are ſettled as above; yet 
d 1 am, and hereby declare myſelf to be; 2 the 
; TTT 1 _ © ſame 
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« the above AR of Synod, it being in my private 
= 

4 

o 

o 

o 
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Church, in their backſliding Condition, and re- 


Principles I was holding; and That all the Mem- 
bers of the Aſſociat ion are engaged to, laid down 
in the judicial 4% and Telimony. - | 
Now, although I cannot have room here, 
fully to declare my Principles, relating to an 
Act of Sy nod, in 4pril 1746. condemning the 
| Religious Clauſe of find? Burgeſs Oaths; and 
as I had, and ſtill have, otherwiſe, a great Re- 
gard for the Rev. Members, on the fide of the 
Synod's AR, and am convinced, that our Appear-. 
ances on this fide teſtify the fanie, while we have 
been contending, that we inight not be thruſt out 
from amongſt them; yet f could not go into 


Judgment, a condemning what God of a long 
Time has wrought for us: For, as a leaving any 
Part of the Teſtimony behind is dangerous, as 
was the Caſe with Me/es, in not circumciſing his 
Son, for which the Lord would have killed him; 


ſo, on the other Hand, how awful is it to exceed 
75 with a Teſtimony ? The ſame Maſes his Carcaſe 
actually fell in the Wilderneſs, and he was not 


allowed to enter the promiſed Land, for his ex- 
ceeding the Boundaries of the divine Prefcripti- 
on, in his Zeal againſt the Rebellion of aol, 
ſaying, Hear 'now, 


* munion by ſome of our Brethren, our Management 
in the two preceeding Sy node, was only to ward 
* off the Blow of the Sword of Diſcipline, that 


was drawn upon us, until the Queſtion anent its 
5 i 10 PF 12 25 nen be remitted to 


Preſby· 


Nn «® - 
3 l 


fuling to return to lift up a Teſtimony for our 
covenanted Reformation: Thus, I hold the ſame 


. *. 1 * : 3 2 23 
— "4 * . > 
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; Rebels, Gall I bring Water 
* out of the Rock? Thus he ſpake Words unadvi- 
© ſedly with his Lips. While this is the Caſe with us, 
the above Act of Synod being made a Term of Com- 
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„For this we have been loaded with a great deal. 
e- | * of hard Speeches, which we would defire to bear” 5 yo : . 


4 


ur « patiently, ſuch as, our "having fallen from the 
ne o Feftimony, Se. But how can that be ſaſd 6 . 
n- aus, either reaſonably or religiouſly? Did we ever 1 
n ſee it our Duty to eſpouſe it as a Part of dur = 
& * Teſtimony, that the Burge/ Onth is finful? Was 
e, it ever eſpouſed as the Teſtimony of the Charch 

an of Scotland in any of her fudicatories before? 
he « Was it ever any Part of the publick Teſtimony '- | 
bh © of the Witneſſes; that ſuffered for Scotland's co- '. 
e- venanted Reformation, who, ſurely took it in 28 
ne |# < theſe Times, hen Matters, as to the publick 

3 © Profefſion and Settlement of Religion, were fad 

ve enough, nay, worſe than now? If this be the 

ut Caſe, how are we ſaid to be Apoſtates ? But fur- 

to ther, for our going into an Act of the Import, 

te as Above, we are proteſted againſt, as an unlaw- 

„5 © ful Court, and in conſequence thereof, a Spud, | 

ly aas they call it, is cenſtiture; but, as T cannot fee „ 
as © a Warradt from Z ionib King ſo to do, fo I can- 1 
us not give Place to this Conſtitution, 8 mot for « an 8 
; c Hour, for theſe Reaſons: | 

ed 1. It would import that the Synod, which 

le | < 'was conſtitute regularly 1 in the Name of the glo- 3 
ot * rious Head, had, by their Management in the ; | "i 
X- © above aufe, forfeited their Right, in God's Y 
ti- « ſight, of being a lawful Court, ſo that the great _ 

el, * Huſbandman was faying, Take the Charge of my | 

er Vineyard from them, and give it unto bets - Who- | 

5 ever dare aſſert he ſays ſo, they are bold; for, 78 

18, * he hates putting away, for all chat we . done „ 

n- c 49 ainſt him. 6 ; 

nt + © 2; They have made it eſſential to this their 

rd Conſtitution, that it be declared, that the Mini- 

at 4 


at YV © fters and Elders, who were of the regularly con- 
its } * Litute Synod, have forfeited all Right to any Part 
to - < of the! 5 of the n of Heaven ; and 
8 J 


_— 


% 


x 


— 


BEN | any of them be admitted Members of any 2 £ 


BH fully conſtitute Court; and ſo, the Lord's Pe 
* cannot on us as lawful Officers: : So eſſential 5 it 
is to their Conſtitution, that 5 be all cut off, 


unleſs we return by Acknowledgment. Ah! 


what a ſad Paſs are we come to! Is this our Re- 
* gard to the parting Command of our Lord, Love 
one another; Is this the Way we — the. 


. Day we flood before the Lord in Horeb, when 


the Synod ſwore, with uplifted. Hands, to the 
* moſt: high God, to ſtrengthen one another's 
Hands, while we are reſolved through Grace to 
* adhere to a covenanted Reformation ? Only, we 
* have different Views of the Meaning of an Oath, 
never before conſidered ;\ and, in Proſecution of 
this melancholy Act, it is that we are juſt now 
ſhut out: Wherefore, although it be with deep 
C Regret that I appear on the oppoſite fide of 
7 any of the Miniſters or Elders here preſent, 
« judging. it Duty, and inclining to take the Ad- 
vice God gave to Judah, when the ten Tribes 
re volted, Go not forth to War againſt your Bre- 
* thren; yet, as we are called to give the Reaſon 


7.74 of-our Hope, and againſt Deeds we muſt teſti- 
'* fy, I leave my Teſtimony with you, in all Hu- 


mility, againſt the ſaid, new Conſtitution of Sy- 


nod, and this Prefbytery' 's. conſtituting i in Subor- 


dination thereto, as not agreeable to the Word 
of God, who-faid, Let all Things be done decently 
and is Order. Obadiah 13, 14. Thou ſhouldft 
not haue looked" on thy Brather 3 in the Day of his. 

_ ©. Calamity; thou fhouldfi not have Hood in the croſs 
May, to cut off: theſe that did eſcape. Gal, 4. 17. 
* They zealouſly affett you, but not well ; yea, they 
5 world exclude you, that ye might affect them. Song 

.. The Watchmen that auent about the. Ci 

6 ' Found, me, «they ſmete. me, thiy. wounded me : The 

55 W a of the * took "OP my Vail from! . 
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t Nob . Frecedent in the Chriſtian Oburch⸗ 5 e 
| © 45 fo-far as I vows Likewile, as it is a tending | 

| * of the Syhod, and inferior Courts; andthe wos 

F, | © Aﬀociation, When under the ſtrangeſt and mot: 
h! a e ſolemn Ties, to. live together as Brethren; and „ 
. l * bywhicha Fire is kindled upon the Lord's Vine, n 
*\ which. he brought vut of Egypt, whereby it k | 


1 7 lie £0: be burntup, and is become a Scorn to all : . 8 1 
EY * thoſe, that paſs by, Hſal 80. And as I doin all _ ' 


he Meekneſ teſtify againſt this Preſpytery s eonſtitus 


a te! ting 88: above, ſo alſo againſt it, in'profecuting 1 4 
a ' * the above Acts of Conkitution, in caſting us out. | 
we | + and thereby denuding us of the Privilege we 


th, . have from Zion's King, to fit and join with you, 1 
of in carrying on a Teſtimony for Scotland's cov 
| © vanted Reformation, and relieving the Lord's 

. Icatte red Flock through the Land; I ſay, to join 
me | * with you in a Preſbyterial Capacityas forme 
| < conſtitute, under the orderly conſtitute Synod *"-- . 
El bo met at Edinburgh in April laſt. in the new Church 
. * of e and Tag a ia meet at Stirling, Fane 


K 13 « nally, T teſtify Pry it, as being the end . 

W. * :choly Cauſe of perplexing and difltrefling the 1 
Minds of the Lord's poor People, and ſcattering 8 1 
.h * them who were already ſeattered upon the Moun- 3 


3 | c tains, in this dark and cloudy- Day. If it were | 4 4 
Id an Enemy that reproached us, dealt o with as J 
And againſt whom we were to teſtify,” wo could 1 


75 « have born it: But alas ! it is hα¹̃ mine equal, mine 15 
515 c Arguaintancæ, with whom 1 took faveet' oanſel ae. We 
4 Kerber, &c. May I not now ſay, 14 there any Sur- W 


17. radu like my\Sorroww'? But yet EW 1775 for 
= „ he hates, putting away cor, Fer. 31. 37. Thus 
no || * Jaith the' Lord, if: Heaven above edib * nad, — 
8 rand the Fulda tions of the'Earth Jearthed out be:: 


% © axrath; thou will] raft off alt the Seed of Hail, „ 
„ + for albthar they have due, _ . 1 
As Ls PF. an Aa Now, 7.16, 


TT, * loa it u bey 60 a. i 
Deciſions of Courts 


verde and Submiflion the 
_— 7 * Chi, not only becauſe of their Conſonancy 
1 Oo with the Word, but alſo becauſe of the Autho- 
\ * ee thereof, in nothing contrary to the Word; 


| © has the ſupreme Command there, by his Word; 
Ka and unto this Word, all the Sentences: and De- 


% 


; | eds 


why me, notwithſtanding of any ſuch Sentence, which 
I reckon null and void in itſelf, as not having 
0 8 the 6 of the ek of: che Church. 


hn q * 


3: | Thereafter My. Rahb ©: Bin called the Preſty: 
| tery, by reading the Paper mentioned 1 in the fore- 
- going Narrative. 

Aad immediately upon 05 Reading Nn we 


niſters and Elders, Who had thus left their former 


5 1 foreſaid. f 
by” + Wherefore conſideting that though 0 our Number 
it wii reduced very low, by Reaſon of "the greater 


1 ing us, and er in that unlawful Meeting, 
- * yet chat the Lord hath in his Goodneſs remembred 
- RT Mercy in the midſt of Wrath, and hath not left 
dur Number to be leſs. than that which he hath 
1 let 4 Promiſe in his Word unto, that he will 
his gracious Preſence to guide them, when 


* fairs of his Houfe, and meet and conſtitute in his 


Faithfulneſs promiſed, and undettaken to confirm 


; - _ © yet God alone is Lord of the Conſcience, and 


« cifions of lawful and unlawful Courts are ſubjec- | 
Therefore, and for the above Reaſons, 1 
hold my Office, which the Lord Jeſus has given 


— Ee | | Lux; Bevco. 


removed from that unwarrantable Meeting of Mi- 


Holding, and fat down Ven. this new. Footing | 


Part of our Brethren, Miniſters and Elders deſert- 


they gather together for Judgment about the Af. 
1 5 Name to bind or looſe on Earth ; he having in 


their Sentences, if agreeable to the Spirit's Direc- 
| CO EY * r or looſing what - 
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med to ſuſpend us from all Parts of our Office, l 


ry: But we had alſo, both laſt an Opportunny,  —_ > 
the Lord had put in our Power to bear witneſs _— 
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"If tae of 
dries bing 1 bop — aſt, it Pall be” | £45 
4 Foc. of my- Father | which it in Heaven. ben. 1 
For uber tee ur three ave gathered” together in my 1 
Name, there am I in the 1 of them, Math. 18. 
19, 20. For theſe Reaſons, and others we — 
mention, we continued to conſtitute, and meet in 
Preſbytery, as formerly: In Regard: we had the 
Promiſe of Chrift's Preſence to put Truft in, and 
as we proſeſſed to believe that our Power 1 
Strength, in a Preſbyterial Capacity, does not con- 
fiſt in Numbers, but in the Accompliſhment of the 
Promiſe of Chriſt's Preſence with us, when we 
meet according to his Appointment i in his Name: 
So when we faw the Brethren in the foreſaid un- 
lawful Meeting, ſuſpending us, in their View ju- 
dicially, from our Miniſtry, we found ourſelves laid 
under a Neceſſity, either to aſſert our Power im- 
mediately, to continue in the Exerciſe of our -B. 
fice, by conſtituting into our former Preſbytery, or 
elſe, practically to ſubmit to their unjuſt Sentence + ↄ 
of Suſpenſion, which they pretended to put in Exe- | - 
cution upon us, as far as poſſibly they could; es,, l 
had we not conſtitute at that Time, we had not 
only o far ſubmitted to their [pretended Power, _ 4 
they had aſſumed ; or rather by which they preſu- | 


and particularly from our Right to fit in Preſpyte- 


againſt their new Conſtitution, judiciallß; ned © Þ 
condemning their new Courſes practically: Ad -.. 


% 


we had alſo rejected the Promiſe of Chriſt's Pr - © 
ſence with us in Preſbytery, Matth. 18. 20. if mw 
bad neglected to embrace it at ſuch a Time, when a EF 
Truſt ne had committed unto. us was denied, and our „ 
Right or Privilege to enjoy his Preſence in Preſu se- 
tery was refuſed ; ſo by we behoved either. to tay” - 7 ol 

| 2 = 


"EG 8s our reti N 0 At Men 
and give up with a Patt of our Traf ro them, and 
neglect the gracious. Promiſe, of his powerful, ag. 
well as gracious and guiding: Freſence td us in 
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- Presbytery ; or elſe to embrace his Promiſe, and 


meet in his Name, who gave us this Authority; 
and we delize to th Chriſt Feſut our Lord; ho 


bell enabled us, far that | her:canited us faithful, 


| ulting b us. inio the. Mixi/isy 4. and as we did then 
ay a/ljtute:as formerly, in a Dependance on his Pro- 


mäiſiſe; ſo we ſtill expect our Strength conſiſis only 
4 


that thro! Grace, we aui conſtanliy go en in the 


Siungib of Ged ie Lond. 
3 0 WW. þ | 
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Mr. Zohnfon having; been occaſionally at Alloa, 


lodged in a. Boom Where the Minutes of the new 


of the Aſociate Presbytery af Dunfermline, were left 


A bp the Clerk of the ſaiq pretended Meeting, judg- 
c it his Duty to embrace the Opportunity Which 


rovidence, entirely without any foreſight of his, 


bad put into his Hands, of taking an exact Copy 


af the Minutes of the ſaid Meeting at Perth on the 
- 5th of. May laſt, when all chat is related in the pre- 


ceeding Narrative, was tranſacted, that the World 


may es from their own Minutes, that the ſaid 


- Merting oh ciniſters and Elders, did actually give 


up with their former, Constitution, and did fit down 
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The Tenor of che faid Minutes, fo; far'as they 

concern the preceeding Narrative, is as follows, 
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J Ferib, in the new Church, May 5, 174. 
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Which Day and Plage, the Aſſociate Pres: 
_ + bytgry-of Perth and Dunfermline met, and con- 
. © Situ wich Prayer hy Mr. Thomas Mair, Mode- 
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3 ee ſhould: be put, vi! Whether they 


! ſentiy eonſtitute, Or not? And the Roll being 


5 ceſſion from this Presbytery, ar mow gonſtitute: 


led. the Sy nod to meet at SHirling in 7 whe nett; 
\ 4 and Tanis Beugo having declared, that he Was 


in a private Houſe at Prth; at Seven o Cloc 


cee tigg-of the Affociate Synod, that WA N 12 
burgh in April lait, which was done . * 
© ingly,t8e Tenor whereof follows — e e 5 
e ms of the faid:iMingtes, they proceeded to make 

* up the Roll ; and there were preſent of Miniſters js 
# Mr. ' Thomſon, Mr. Moncrieff, Mr. Brows, I = 
* Mr: Campbell. with the: Moderator; of Biders, 1 5 5 4] 


+ William\Hender/on, from Aberneby; and Thoiras 2 
BgHogie, from Ley); were abſent of Elders, M.. .Þ : 
ander Lyle from Burnti Wand ; and N ba, 2M 

n from Geres, A SW 7 "Wa 


* The -Preſbycery agreed, thar-the followin 


ouid conſtitute themſelves in a Preſpytery, in 
s Sabordination to the Aſſociate Synod; as pre- 


* . and Votes marked, it carried unanimouſly, : 
* confitwe 3 wherefore the ' Presby tery did, and 
hereby di eonſtitute them ſelves ufa eee, 
in' Subordination to the ee Sy B98; re. 
* ni conſtitute. ö nd ag „ 

Mr, Rab. Ergkine. hav A l a Peper of Se- | "ay 3 


| - 
y i be: * 2 


$35; * 2 
87 „ 7 3 


and Mr. Jobnfen having declared, that he was * 5 4 


l * ro join in Presbytery with any that acknowledg- , ol. 


ed themſelves in Subordination. to what he cal- 


* to maintain the Exerciſe of his Office in Subor- 

dination, to what he called the Synod, to meet 

at Stirling; and they having all withdrawn; * 
Mr. Erckine having in his above Paper pretendec 

ta aſſume a Power to himſelf, and theſe nw 

'$ to him to conſtitute chemſelves inta n Presbyte 


this Night; the following Overture was propo poſ- | 4 7 | 
| 6. 74 wn nay e ſhould den Ralph 
: C 4 | | | FL "a 
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d ©, cenſurable ; not only | Fo 
550 they aQed at the Synod. in Conjoottion with the 


$4 


* prevailing Party at Edinburgh in April laſt, but 
« allo for their preſent Conduct ; and that the Pres- 


6 Wh: reſolve to proceed againſt them in due 8 


ime, according to tbe Rules of the Church, 
under the Direction of the Aſſociate Sy nod, to 
- © ipflit ſuch Cenjure upon them'as they de ſer ve; 
and this Overture being read once and again, the 
©. Queſtion was put, - Approve of the ſaid Overture, 
Or not! And the Roll being called, and Votes 
marked, it carried unanimoſly, approve. Where. 
fore the 1 did, and hereby dh find Mr. 
* Ralph Eridine, Mr. Fobnton, and James Beugo 
5 cenſurable; not only for juſtifying the Part which 
* they acted at the Synod et Edinburgh in April 


1 laſt, in Conjunction with the prevailing Party, 
+ but alſo for their preſent Conduct; and the Pres- 

. *.bytery 4d, and hereby di reſolve to proceed 

15 X againſt them in due Time, according to the Rules 


* of the Church under the Direction of the Aſſo- 
ciate Synod, to inflict ſuch Cenſure en chem, 
as they may be found to deſerve. 
Mr. John Eradius having acknowledged thfore 
« the, Presbytery, the Sinfulneſs of his Conduct in 
* joining with the prevailing Party in the Sy nod 
at that Meeting at Edinburgh in April laſt, and 
* approved of the Synod's Conſtitution upon the 
« 49th of the ſaid Month, particularly their con- 
* demping the firſt and ſecond Reſolutions carried 
£ + by the prevailing Party; as likewiſe the Act and 
5 Declarator of the Synod concerning the Power 
: of the Sy nod being ae volued from the prevailing 
Nt upon them; and that the prevailing Party 
. had fallen from all Right and Title to the Keys 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, as to any preſent 
actual Exerciſe: of them; and likewiſe declared 
+ bis 3 in the 8 added to the 
N For- 


juſtifying, chat 2 | 
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* W * e ral & W 18 4-0 
mis Presbytery at now conſtitute in oh Ex] 2 88 
15 1 # tion to the Synod as preſently conſtitute f and the 4 
0 A de ing put, Receive Mr. Jeln Eine 
! as a Member of the Presby tery upon this ac- 
1 5 Na knowledgment and Declaration, Or not? And 
p the Roll being called, and Votes marked, it 15 a 


\ catried unanimouſly, receive: Wherefore the 
4 presbytery received him, and he took his Seat | 
- E. accordingly, and his e Was 1 to the. % 

: Roll. 1 
; * Adjourned till after Six, to meet at the fame SI 

place. Cloſed with Prayer. me Þ 8 „ 

FEodem loco et die, hora ſept ima po tis, Aker 1 
5 * Prayer by the Moderator, Sederumt ut upra. .. 
* The Minutes of laſt Sederunt were redddGe. 
7 Mr. William Mair having come up to this 1 
a Diet. the two Queſtions added by the Synod ts 
i the Formula were read to him, and he-declared 
a bis Satisfaction therewith 3| he likewiſe declared, 
2 „his Satisfaction with the preſent Conftirution of , 
3 the Synod, and his Willingneſs to take his Seat 
i * as a Member of this Presbytery, as'now conſt :.: 
: * tute in Subordination te the Synod, as preſently. ""Y 
4 conſtituts: Likewiſe, David Keltze, Ruling El! 
1 der from Muckhbart, declared his willingneſs to 
4 * take his Seat in the Presbytery as 2ow conſtitute; © 
d * the-Queſtion was put, receive the ſaid Mr. Wil ' 
1 iam Mair and David Keltie, as Members of this 77 
: * Presbytery, upon the above Declaration, Or - 
q not? And the Roll being called, and Votes max.. 
4 * ed, it carried unanimouſly, receive: Wherefore "FM 
; _ © the Presbytery received them both, and they ö 
7 took their Seats accordingly; and) their Names i 
5 were added to the Roll. „ 
ys The Presbytery gros to receive Petitions. \_ 
b Read a Petition from Conpar of Angus craving "I 
„ * a INIT ww e r 9 Sonny” - 5 
Jr. 3 : ; | | | ; * ; 
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_ * The mii SC eat of ER a.” « 

| 5 9 *,ven in a Petition for a Bigjunctiom trom Dundee 

Au frequent Supi, the a ens e * ' 

| . grant them Supply. 8 

92 + Extracted 2 Sher bank oct uf 5 | 
1 © Minutes. of the zew Meeting of Aſſociate Mini- 
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_ ;. - . ſters in, the. Bounds of the Aſſociate Presbytery of 
8 E r and Perth, at Alla, Friday the * 
3 e 17478 and e akterward * * 


8 vin be proper to min the « ſlowing ohe. 
3 vation, upon the above Minute: 
5 I. That the foreſaid Minifters. did e | 
' themſelves into what they called a Pregbyrery, upon 
2 Footing entirely :nexw,' and in a Way of giving 
daäup with their former Conſſ itution and Sabrrdination, 
and muſt therefore hive a Tefimony quite new, as 
E the Baſis or Foundation of their neo Conſlitution. 
% . That, whereas they pretend to find Mr. Ralph 


— FR 


Erabine, Mr. James Fobnſlon, and James = 
cenſurable, it is evident, that the only Ground of 
ſuch a Sentence, Was, their adhering to their for- 
mer Constitution, and refuſing to take up new Ground, 
when they could ſee neither Scripture Patern nor 
72 75 Precepe warranting them ſo to do: This was their 
pereſens Conduct, for which they are found ceiſurable 
by that Meeting for as to their juſtifying the only 
\ lawful and right conſtitute Syed which met, and 
continued cheir Meetings in Briſial Kirk near Edin- 
burg hb, in April laſt, in Oppoſition to a ſeparating 
and ſchiſnatical Meeting in Mr. Gib's Houle at that 
Time, it was no more than a juſtifying the farmer | 
Conſtieution of the Aſeciate Synod and Presbyteries in 
| Subordination thereto, in Qppoſition. to the new 
_ Conflitution, which the Apar ating oY had moſt | 
| prepoſteroully run into. 1 17% „ bd 
| Whereas the Minutes, . that « Mr. Robb - es 
" © Rrekine read a * of Seceſſion from this Pres- + 
8 «6 byrery "$4 
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ee py their 164k"; Sthbor inet ion 31 


fall andcright conſtitute Auciatꝰ reibytecy of Dans 


to meetut Sibling in Fare bent. 
. There is . fate at eaſt 4 moſt unfair Re- 
preientation of a memwable Matter of Fadi inthe 
„ I abose Ates, whichiis this, The Mauer inſinuate; 
Jer- chat M. Jab Tralline was added tothe Roll as a 
„ Iuember of Prebyrery; ber, their pretended; Sen- 
tute f tence was paſſed upon his Father, andutbole- adher- 


pon by w:himy but the lain Truth was figs Mr 
es. FONG made his Abknowledgment, owned 

new Copftiration, as received and enrolled 
. before; and ſac as Fudgemvhen his Fatherwas %! 
> demned- by that Meeting, in the Sigbt ol Mr. Fabns OY, 
ph fm; and ſome Hundreds of Witneſſes whoicanrats YH 
8% | teſt it which was hike the putting of a. Sword ines > 


of | his Hands, ed ſheathe it in his Father's Bowels, a- 1 
„ | cordingly-Mr: Brolin fuld wo Mr. Fobnfiomy wick ===” 
nd , 6 4 fotrowfu? | Hear" it wWas Parriciar.“ But tho'.chat 
WE Meeting was fo -crath to Mr. Erikive as/ito/egrot 7 
34 I his'$67; chat he mighe be 4 Judge it condomning 1 
ble and Elbing ont His Patcher, yet, as may be conjecccg & 
— || tured, ben they reflected, that this was 4 Prädiccg 

1 Which Fever had a Rreeedent in aul Court Ci! 
. or Ecclefiaſtick ; and that it would riot go dow 3p 
” - 9 os \mprej: added, and like wiſe in oder to © 


oak 1 — ſe upon stranger to this Story. he may fee - h i 
—_ Ti t Extras hereof, they mark in their Micgtes OR 
1 fey Poa . MFE the pretendes Sen 


N tence paſſed, upon his Father, "Which was a Piece of 


ag lee: and Jie, ſo müch che more tiplerable; 
by be was done by Men; eee em- : 


ves 4 Wale Orig. e 


es- "BI 4-00 600 7 6 1, | Tt 15 The A, 


/armilizoz; in Subotdination to the Had Which was 


and, therefore did hot properly ucis from them: ns 
bur-ealled chem te meet with him in che only law- 


EN did not look enn them} ne os Ol 


by wo Die f ey 5 rs Sr wt Sop-" 
plwby ; the Munten ahear, en weben joining. 
them, Supply of preaching is Stanted. Now, bas 
 __ * the: foreſaidi Pebple are à Past of Mr. Fabula 
Congregation; and as they Hil continue to be fo, 
mm as much as they are not m"m_ the granting 
fly in this Caſe, without Mr, Zobn/con's Ooncur- 
Hence or Allowance, vas a manifeſt Intruſſan upon 
huis Congregation. This Piece of: Conduct induced 
Mr. Jabnſton to write a Lester to them lately, which 
he delivered to: a Miniſler of theit own Number, 
who promiſed to ſhow.it to them a Part of uhich 
a ie is as ſollo ws. — is not only common 
e but Obedience vp: Gd, liam demanding 
from you, when J;afkiat you, upon what Scrip- 
=p i. ture Warrant, or, on wat Footing you granted (3 
2 © Supply to intrude upon my Congregation 7. For & 
= 2 Proof of my Charge, read. 1 Frier iii. 15. and“ 
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: Wy of.the Majority of Members from the 4faoctate | © 
WEE oi... Presbytery o Dunfermline. It is Time now, according qt 
1 [> YT Sg to what was Wem. in the 7 ith Page, to preſent the 5 
| 38 8 Reader with u N 
or LET T E R ſent by the Mem- 
3 bers of the Aſſociate, Synad which met at Stir ling y 
in Fane 1747, to their ſeparating Brethren, pro: ; 
_ poking a-Meeting with them for Prayer and Confe- l 
Fence anent our preſent Differences.  _ wy 
E 
4 


e you'll ſee that if this is refuſed, you'll finagaiaſt | *: 

. plain Commandment. I am ſorry to ſee that 

5 po)! * in your 2. Meeting, you have taken a new 285 
[E399 eee of not marking Matter of Fact. Jam ar, 
_—_ 60 -fotry indeed to obſerve yau juggled ſo.— Lwiſh 4 
WEE... *:your; Reformation. eee <5 itt | £ 
; * * Thus far concerning a Narrative of the . | 


The ſaid Letter was ſubſcribed in a 3 of the 

5 "ot of the. Brethren, by Mr. Ebenezer Eratine, and 

directed to the Rev. Mr. Themas Mair, Miniſter of 
„ the * 855 at n The Tenor whereof follows: | * 
SOT. . * 1 


. \ a 
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f and 


* Refoxmacion, , We all 


5 ; 
* this 


Oppoß tion to onę ant 


NF $i A . . 2. N A 

of Wt: Tbe Meme 01. 
i adi this 468 
of their. Meer 
dicisliy, aneng 
e are brought into 
conſidering. that w hat is eee Ns” 
dare two Aﬀoczate Synods at. preſent, acting in 5 Re 
1 bers what fatal and perni- | 
4 * ciqus, Conſequence; 1this muſt neceſfarily. have a- 
the People upder our Inſpection, both in 
ntry and elſewhere is evident, as tending 


eng in che. Laterval of one 
* Sh "qe N. unt, 8 


©. natively; to break and rend them to Pieces, and 
4 conſequently, marring the Succeſs: of the Goſpel; 
"+ and hindering the Progreſs of witrefling: Work 
g among them; and opening the Months of Ene 
mies againſt the Teſtimouy for the covenanted 


equaliy Proteſs to main- 


* tain; and thus hardning the preſent Generation 
in their Atheiſm, Infidelity, and Oppoſition to the 


Way of God and Godlineſs, and to ow * HER 


and Hongur of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt. 


Therefore the Brethren were ubanim oull 
4 Opinio, that however wide the w—_ Breach 


is made in holy, Providence between you and 
them, yet it is their Duty to purſue Peace wick 
their Brethren, even when it ſeems to fly from 
them; and to endeavour that no Mean be neglec- | 
ted on their Part, for healing the Breach, and 
preventing the .Continuation, of ſuch a diſmal _ 
*\Rupture.. For this Ead, they agree to propoſe 
onto you, that there be a Meeting betwixt you 
them, in order to Prayer and Conference, | 
* for trying whether it is poſſible we can be brought 
to coaleſce in the Unity of the Spirit and the Bond 
* of. Peace; and, for endeavouting as it becomes 
"theſe that love the Truth and Peace, to be found 
tin the Uſe, of doch appointed Means) waiting 


and 
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1447 tet d Pita unte thi LA fe 
* and be vill Bf ut, % bath off , by 
1 ur up. That the Deſigu of 
fal might not be früſtrate, HY Brethren dig 
* chuſe-to'make' it in aljudsfetak Muy. nor intend 
the Confetence 'ſhoal® be GpOR uh Footing of 
* Church-aurhotity, but merely rab Brethreꝶ equal 
*ly bound by our Covelliitie of Peace aud D6ve;/to 
* cultivate Harmony in the Lerd, thut his Name 
= may yet be hongured among us, his People ce- 


mented, and His Work"! advanced. ts ehe 1 


© Name, and” at' 70 Defire of the Brethren hete, 


een * 021. e 11. Mbps 0 
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agen 1747: 4 oo 
72.3 v0 0 r 08 ul! 
* 4 With SubmiſMon- . — bet — 
Time and Place of Meeting | 
" 4 Tueſday the: £10 ef. Fh * Alper ie 
FER © erpekred das foor' as poſfibfe, thitt in caſe the 


Motion is refuſed, I-miy bave Acceſs to pre- 


$ event che unnéveſfary ebene c be 
f * . at that Time. 94 * 11a e 5 4 
II need not add, in Regard the Nature 


25 * of the Thing beats it, that this be communi- 


kt * kate to all The Brethten in Connection With 
ou on your ſide of the River. Another Copy 
es What id above is ſent to Mr. Gib, co be com- 
14 "L Pe municate to the Brethren conigern'd on the 
"MF South ſide of fcb BY e OL 03 OMB 
164 $0 189. 9W 3idi cx 2M 5+ ad 8 ; 
The arora by Me" Mair 906 Mr. 075 in 
2 Bede of others of their Brethren, printed from 
| the Originals," aud bothçef theny directed to the 
Fo Rev. Mrs, e the Goſpel 
| ; 5 5 eee wy Gt) ve "3-1 i * 
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/ 


and the Brethren with you. 
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ing 110 FTeſtinöny of be Der „ich we? 
*thew from maky Reaſons, 100 LG we be- 
fe ve, miayeatily occur toy ouHetves, And which 
« we forbear to narrate part eulzrly; e if mehfd 
's prove rather%{rricating, tand Mean of 9 
„ou. Wiſhing the Lord may ine line you're fa 
in with the Pealirg Meaſarts fai don ih the 
Acts of the Sy nod, and, make you ſenſible ow * 
far you have increafed* yout Fault, by conſtitu- 
ting yourſelves unwarrantably into a N 
Sy nod; and offering dutiful Re ſpects to yo 


* at the Deſire of all the Brethren heres, * all 
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jr «Ying to“ us, yet by them fe peil Vil... 
The Affair you write of concerns the Aſſbefate 1711 
 *#Synod's andthe Merhod of CoHleſtebce'you _ . 

c tion, or the Way of being reveived; back t „ 
„Seat in the Sp doch 15 ndtotr to yo, in ale e 
Brethren With you, from the Acts and Pferecd- _ 
| p4 Ling 5 the Syd; from al hich it” jfealy.co 
"vert he youre t6 apply yourielVe# wit (ein 3 
at theſt Wecken vthe” gilt The fag or re. 1 

is bony 125 I Endekvouf to Pray tibartily for 

Te XY „And althon u we de wip n 
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_ *, and: having emf firſt proper 
for -commynicating the fame roy Brethren con- 
cernd on this, Side of the River, by doing "OY 
o betwixt ecerunts, 4% ſuch of them as met 
here this Week in preſpyierys the Anſwer now: | _ 
-{made-1 18 common. e . wks, lf | "0 
4% As to. the mouruſul Circumſtances © 25, wg 1 
are brought into with ſome dear Fathers and * 
-{ Bret] ren, we deſire both to ſcek and ſubmit. unto ÞF_ .. 
6 . ealing thereof, in all ſuitable, 9 1 But 5 
e have no Freedom to fall in with the Propo- |} 
bees) made by the Brethren you ſpeak ai: conſider- 
Ry ing, on the one Hand, that che) have plainly in- 
- 4; terwoven with their Propoſal, an. Aſſertion of . | 
N Synodical Conſtitution, A j uſtification, of 1 
8 229 their own, Conduct in the. preſent. Affair, and a 
1 Condemnation of the Aſſociate 8 y ned; and c 
1 1250 1 on the * Hand. that; the Aﬀair writ 
p Y "2 's of is the Sy nod's Work, which, is huct enu⸗ Judi- 
| 4-3 1 © cata;—ſo that. the Method of Coaleſcence 70 
415 ready coneluded upon... * 
* Hat not chafing „ here, the abaye | is 
7 of offered, and in Name of the Brethren foreſaid.— 
pa ReſpeRs to 015 lden with * 
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0 8. 28 0 5 e will ee to the Reader. tl 
1 1 A — hat the Letter from the Brethren who met | © 
Pg ut 8. tiring, was entirely extrajudicial; whereby it 2 
Was ſuppoſed, that any reaſonable Ground of Um- e 
hogs, againit/ a Meeting for Conference and Prayer, _ 
n d. Beſides, the Letter is written wv 
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ear if the Me ing 
n- | Place "It appealed to the'Wortd, . any WN "a 
ng | auld be dene by the Berben who met at ee 15 = | 
net | _ "to procure a "Conference, withour laying \dbwn tad” - "LM 
ow, | Mi wiftry whieh they received From the Lord Feſii, | 
* at the Feet of cheir Ee pads bre; whict i 
we [|< bas. not in their Power law 0 o. 004. , 
nd | | bg 4 t is plain from the N both ke" phat; 5 1 : 9 "of 


ers; tagt there can be he Meeting with the . - =" 


arating \Bredbres,” bot in u Way ef dom ing di. = 
e ly: to thet? 25 „und thereby ipproving of their i 

new Cite, aud all the harſnh and ſevere Sen. : 2 | 
in- ace, e they, themſelves on, FIND 14% 8 1 
of . | Backs, without" dhe leaſt Shadoh of Seripture or 55 "mn 
of | Reaſon to ſüpport them; and without fo much . 3 
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2 _  defiring theſe on whom they paſs'd their Sentences; _ e 
- | _ to'be preſent to anſwer for themſelves, contrary'to - 1 SE 7 
it * Law, divine and human, Jebn * 50 1. W. W oo. 
gs | coders aith.; unto them, doth ou, "Law * eg 2 he „ 
al- | " Matt before it bear bim, and know whit be doth'? £4 N 
5 3. The ##4nfwer'is by far too much upon the. + 
„% Ih when it ſays, © The Method of Coaleſcence - . ©» 
+ *' you mention, or the Way of being received bac! "<< F 
20, to a Seat in the nod,” a5 if the: Bret hren Wo Yo " LES 
WG © met at Stirling, had ſpoken of being received H. „ 
„ to their Seat in Synod ; but it is plain from . + 
7 ers Letier, that they only propoſe a Meeting 
I In order to Conference and Prayer, for N 1 5 
is. | - © whether through the Mercy of our God, we ban 5 
ö de brought to coaleſce, in the Unizy of” the 2 EY 
re and Bond of "Peace." And thete is far from” hang. T 5 | 2 
net i "the Synod, in Rebate: that theſe forefaid Bre. Th | 1 SE 
it = en had before, and Hill have their Seat, in e EN 1 
en lawful and rightly conſtitute afſeciate' Synod. 5 . , 2 1255 
er, 4. Whereas the foreſaid er aſſerts, that, 
ten ne 'K arts *the Way 54 £ ein Mitined backs LY By . 
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and reg 
Ve, That J #ay, be what. it will, could nes 
de wptour, dt iet Fiche, from the 424 and Pre 


. 5 ceedings mentioned, for this good Reaſon, that thels, 


fs, and! Progeedings. were not pur blifhed for oe 
"Menth after the Hate of the fir Anſaver- * 
ſge ws, as they daalt with the People, 
br of :mplicat Faith, they want to knack do own | 
ene, the ame Fun e N 

| E 1 Whereas. they ſay, It is, gur Fdeavour * 
 for-y on every Day Ie may 
Phi og that if their private and {eeret Prayers are 
by their pullici ones, it is 25 
known(thar their publich Prayers hape rum in ſuch | 
5 3 Strain, as to, repreſent their Brathren a Aeglates 
_—_ the 2vbak of the Teimony, 1; Which tends. 19 

. alienate the Affections of their Flocks. From. them, 
> and to bea their Minifry, although the whole 
. 8 U ee opan any one Truth of 

2 ve arted rom 

92 "They. Jays 6 O08 Propoſals. are abſolutely 

d jnconſiſtent Mich ſupporting the Teſtimony of the 
Pay. It is,av/averee, that the Brethren who met 
at Stirlog, mn als but one, as, is 
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ge no, moe Prao 
clear from the above Letter, and that was a 22 
© habof a, Meeting. ſor Frazer” and Confereuce ;.. and 
.* ſuch a Propeſat be be inconſiſtent, with the: Te Teſtimony 
of -tbe Day, il Hot, certainly be.a zez and /trange 
Le ot, Tof timany,.,BEVET, heard tel, of before 
e the foals Brethren deſire to txuſt and 
"that both. they,,and-all in the three Kingdoms, ſhall 
_be;preſerved from ſuch a Ne is inconfi/tent 
e eee of Pray ans de ee, 
hey are pleaſed to ſay, that the Mea aſure 
Aid . in what, i. call, the As way Procee 5 
F. Synod, are begling ones. It. can ſcarce 
8 "they als in arne, but, 7 17 85 inſulting 
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td. dome. in their ae 4a. HEALING: . 


more arbitrary and tyrannical Als and Pro 


paſſed and gone into, by any Body of Men Jt | 7: 0 


'tending to be a Court Chriſt, in any Period,; . 
than theſe, which they call their Sealing Meaſures. 
For Inſtance, to FIND, # Abſence, that their 
Brethren had Aropt the whole of the Lord's Cauſe aus 
Teſtimony. That they have fallen from all [Ry 85 | 
and Title to any preſent actual Exerciſe of the. N 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, committed by the Lira 72. 
Jus to the Office-bearers of his Hohe: And conſe- 
quently, are not to be acknowledged as Mini/ters of 
Chriſt, by any who are cleaving to the Lord's Cauſe 
and Teſtimony ; And after all, the only healing Mea« 
ſure propoſed, is a Submitting to all this anparal-' 
lkled Procedure, and an implicit Owning of their naw 

Comnſtitutias, and all the ſtrange Proceedings that have. 
followed thereupon, If theſe be ana Meg ures, 
let the World judge. 

8. They wiſh the Lord may male their Brethren 
ſenſible, How far they have increaſed their Fault, by 
conflituting themſelves unwarrantably into a pretended 
Synod. Nothing can be more out of the Way than 
this; for they, and the Brethren were met.in the 
Same Synod at Edinburgh, April 1747. which was 
conſtitute by Mr. Thomas Mair, as Moderator of the 


1 preceeding Synod; they, and the Brethren who wrote 


the above Letter to them, woted jointly in the Choice, 
of a new Moderator, they ſat in 1 Meetings 5 
of that Synod; and h n they evext of, the Majo - 
rity of the Members, wi the Maderator and Clerk, 
remained in the /ame Synod, aud continued to meet in 
the ame Place, till they ended their publick W 
and adjourned to Stirling in June thereafter. 80 that 
nothing can be more intolerable, than to lay, they 
conſtituted themſelves into a Synod, when it Was the 
ſeparating Brethren only, who pretended to do this 

"and accordingly have publiſhy As TING | 

H TY 


© MEASURES. Ir may be aſked, if ever there WeyS "A . 


4 2 78 * 
+ FU RTHER ASSERTING ik cane. and 
Rights of their new Meeting. 0 


Upon the Whole, it may be obſerved, That the 


Hus and Cry, raiſed by the ſeparating Brethren, a- 


gainſt thoſe who have been helped by Grace to-be 


as faithful in their Day as themſelves, and all un- 
der a Diſguiſe of Zeal for new Reformation, ſeems © 


to be too like the Practice of theſe in Jeremiab's 

Time, who ſaid, Fer. 18. 18. Come and let us de- 
wiſe Devices againl Jeremiah; for the Law ſhall 
mot periſh from the Prieſt, nor Counſel from the wiſe, 
nor ibe Word from the Prophet: Come, and lit us 
fmite im ewith the Tongue, and -let us not give heed 
10 any of his Words. But in the mean Time, this 


lamentable Diwifion among the wiinefſing Remnant 
at this Day, gives Occafion to the Enemies of the 
Lord's Cauſe, to ſay as it is, Lam. 2. 16. We have 


fwallbæved ber up. Certainly this is the Day that ce 
hooked for, aue baue * we _ feen it. 
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' The follrwing Pampblets, lach v. _ 


Johr NEWLANDS, 
at his Shop in the Head of the Ga,. 
lowgate, Glaſgow, and 7 the Boakſellens . 
in Town and Country.” - 55 . 


1. "Shove pod and 2g wi Dueftions and De. 9 
5 mand. Or, Faitb's Freedoms with God warranted. 
9 Sermon prezched at Glaſgow, Monday, Fuly 
\ 21f, 1746. Aſter the Sacrament of "the Lords 


* 


% 


II. Clan Mater. Or, The Pure and Precious Blood 
' of Cbril, for the Cleanſing of polluted Sinners. 


Supper was adminiſtred there: And enlarged at 
"  Burntiſland, after an een sean of the lame Na- 1 6 
ture there. | | 11 


A Sermon on Exel. xxxvi. 25. Preached imme- 
diately before the Adminiſtration of the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper at Dunfermline, Aug uf? 
- Toth, 1746. | | 
| The above Two by the Rev. Mr. Rahel Eritine. 


III. The eee of the Religious Clauſe of 
ſome Burgeſs Oaths aſſerted, in ſeveral Remarks 
| / Brethren, upon a late Sacremental Occaſion. - 


| Enquiry into the Burgeſs Oaths of Edinburgh, Gap * 


v. The Taur bree of the-Puefien, n upon which 


- upon ſome Notes of Sermons, delivered by 80 


IV. A Rxvixw of a . intitled, A ſerious 


, Perth, and Glaſgow. Wherein the moſt material 
Arguments againſt the Burgeſs Oath are impar- 
_ tially weighed and examined. By the Rev. Mr. 


Fame onde | SEE. 5 


a Breach followed in the Afociate Synod, at Edin- _ 
2 Thurſday April 9. 1747. By 97 Nerv. n 
8 Ebenezer Erchine. . : „ 
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With fome R&WARKs upon che ſame, 


8 how Religi ion tba rTeflored and fle- 
kliſhgd at the Revolution, and prov 


{4 Refei ary is reſcinded, and that the {fue de- 
FEES. CTRL ien mentioned in the Burgeſs Oath, And na- 
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